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Practicing Our Idealism 


A CRYING need of our time is to get away from 


mere platitudinous idealism to its practical 

translation into the working realm of day-by- 
day life. . . It makes small difference what fine- 
spun ideals we profess in the abstract, provided we 
co-operate with the devil in the details of life. The 
great test of our age is whether we can be loyal to 
the spirit of Jesus in our daily community life. It 
is easy to pray about our love for God and sing 
hymns about “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”, but it 
is hard to adventure with God in the realm of the 
commonplace, seven days a week. Our task 
tians is to make concrete the Christ a “This 
means that we must translate our lo jy into onrte 
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Tilton, Central Illinois Conference, 
Brother J. B. Cornet pastor, has just 
closed a two weeks’ series, in which the 
pastor was assisted by Dr. A. B. Ken- 
dall. There was a great awakening, with 
eighty-three professions. Seventy have 
united with our church and others will 
go to other churches in the community. 
The small building was crowded beyond 
capacity, the Sunday-school reaching 170 
on the closing Sunday in a building with 
a seating capacity of only 130. 


Riverdale, Dayton, Rev. Edwin B. 
Flory pastor, has just issued an excep- 
tionally attractive program for Chil- 
dren’s Week, May 13-20, the special pro- 
gram beginning with a mothers’ and 
daughters’ banquet on May 11 and fol- 
lowing with five special services closing 
May 18. The different departments of 
the Sunday-school are giving demonstra- 
tions and the whole series will certainly 
prove of very great value indeed in 
awakening interest in child life, especial- 
ly the religious training of children in 
the community. 

Rev. Rue Burnell, pastor of Hill of 
Zion, near Orient, Iowa, received thir- 
teen into the church on Easter Sunday. 
He writes with much enthusiasm of the 
School of Rural Pastors in the School of 
Religion which it was his privilege to 
attend last month at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. There were 375 rural pastors 
present, representing twenty different 
denominations and from seventeen differ- 
ent states. There were fifty-eight differ- 
ent leaders, many of them nationally 
known, who addressed the school. He 
says: “Such a school widens one’s hori- 
zon... and is eloquent of fading de- 
nominationalism and a more statesman- 
like grasp of our great Kingdom task.” 


Dr. S. A. Howell, 723 19th Street, New- 
port News, Virginia, the president of the 
Franklinton Christian College Alumni 
Association, has just sent out a letter to 
the members of the Association urging 
the desperate need that the alumni come 
quickly to the aid of the college by pay- 
ing up all dues and all pledges towards 
the support of that institution. The 
Herald adds its endorsement to this 
earnest appeal. Franklinton has been 
doing the best it can to help train its 
student body; and nothing would be a 
stronger appeal to its white donors for 
still larger giving than for the former 
students and graduates to rally to its 
financial support. In measure as the 
alumni take substantial interest in pro- 
moting the welfare of Franklinton can 
they hope to enlist the interest and sup- 
port of others also. 

Rev. Wesley Raney, financial secretary 
of the Afro-Christian Convention, writes 
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regarding the death of Rev. J. A. John- 
son, the general missionary in George- 
town, South America, who had been un- 
der the employ of the Afro-Christian 
Convention and whose death occurred on 
February 28. Brother Raney says that 
the work there had been prospering un- 
der his direction and that they are now 
asking our entire church to pray for the 
selection of another leader by the time 
the Afro-Christian Convention meets in 
June, at Norfolk, Virginia. The conven- 
tion is still indebted to Mr. Johnson’s 
widow for salary due and will be deep- 
ly appreciative of any contributions 
which may be sent for this purpose, and 
the same will be properly acknowledged 
and applied. Gifts may be sent to 
Brother Raney at 548 Twenty-fifto 
Street, Newport News, Virginia. 


It is interesting to note how things 
turn out sometimes. Near the Christ- 
mas time the editor received a _ check 
from a reader of The Herald who is not 
a member of the Christian Church, the 
request being that the gift be placed 
where most needed. He turned it to the 
Franklinton offering. Since then he has 
a letter from the donors remarking upon 
how appropriate it was that their gift 
should have gone to a school for colored 
folks, as it was through an uncle, now 
dead, that they received the means of 
making their contribution. The uncle, 
Colonel O. L. Jackson, “was left for dead 
on a battle field of the Civil War. But 
a colored man who had been his attend- 
ant searched my uncle out among the 
dead and wounded and refused to aban- 
don him when all others had, carrying 
him to a colored woman whose devoted 
attention in nursing saved him to a long 
life.’ How appropriate indeed that this 
gift should have gone to Franklinton. 


The dedication of the pipe organ at 
Shiloh, Dayton, which was to have oc- 
curred some weeks ago had to be post- 
poned because of the incompletion of the 
organ, was held Sunday, April 29. <A 
beautiful service of dedication was 
rendered by the pastor, Rev. Lester T. 
Proctor, and the choir, the congregation 
joining in the responsive service which 
he had prepared for this occasion. A very 
large audience was in attendance at this 
morning service and almost as large for 
the afternoon program, in which Mr. 
David Hugh Jones, organist for the noted 
Westminster Choir here in Dayton, ren- 
dered a number of selections in his mas- 
terly way. The choir also participated in 
the afternoon program, its leader, Miss 
Hazel E. Davis, closing the service with 
a solo. The offering for the day in cash 
and pledges was nearly a thousand dol- 
lars. The organ will be a great assist- 
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ance to the fine choir of this church, 
through whose efforts it was purchased. 


The Young People’s Division of the 
Department of Christian Education, in 
co-operation with the Department of 
Evangelism and Life Service, is sending 
out to the young people of the church an 
envelope containing a number of pam- 
phlets and addresses concerning life 
service, and especially the ministry and 
missionary work. It is designed to be 
used in discussion groups, programs, 
declamation contests, and in other help- 
ful ways. It will certainly be of great 
assistance in helping young people an- 
swer, “What shall I do with my life?” 
and point them to the great satisfaction 
and joy of Christian life service. We 
doubt if there has ever before been as 
extended an effort put forth to spread 
such literature in the Christian Church 
and to stir up such interest in this ex- 
ceedingly important subject. Coming as 
it does just at the time of high school 
and college commencements, it should re- 
ceive most careful attention. We do not 
know of anything that would help more 
materially to deepen the faithfulness of 
young people to the church life of the 
community than the discussion of such 
subjects and the emphasis upon such 
appeals for life service. 


Throughout our entire brotherhood 
there will come a note of beautiful rem- 
iniscence rather than of sadness with 
the news of the “going home” of Rev. 
Emily K. Bishop on the morning of April 
30. Sister Bishop was in her eighty- 
ninth year; and she had so many loved 
ones and so much in store awaiting her 
that no one could be sad at her going, 
but rather must rejoice that. she has en- 
tered into that reward which she had so 
richly earned by the surpassing beauty of 
her life. She was one of the rarest of 
spirits, and the exquisite charm and 
saintliness of her life have left an indel- 
ible mark on all who knew her. The gvod 
which came to our church and the King- 
dom through the long service of Dr. and 
Mrs. Bishop is immeasurable. Dr. Bishop 
passed away six years ago this coming 
October, since which time she has made 
her home with her foster daughter, Mrs. 
Rosa Jay, than whom no blood relation 
could have been more faithful and 
affectionate in loving ministration than 
have she and her husband, Rev. H. 
Russell Jay. Death came in their home 
at Lockport, Illinois. The funeral serv- 
ice was held on Wednesday afternoon in 
First Church, Dayton, in charge of Rev. 
John E. Kauffman, assisted by Dr. F. G. 
Coffin, Dr. J. F. Burnett, Mrs. Emma S. 
Powers, Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, and the 
editor. The burial was at Shiloh, Day- 
ton. A sketch of her life and words of 
appreciation will appear in the Magazine 
Number for June. 
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Those Reminders of War 


T would be a good thing if Americans could only 
get it into their heads that the peoples of Euro- 
pean nations are more sick and tired of war than we 
are and are coming more and more to be ready to 
join the people of this great country in a movement 
to force the governments of the earth to outlaw war 
and drive it from the pales of civilization. Perhaps 
nothing would better indicate this than the attitude 
which the people of some of the European nations 
are beginning to take towards old war relics. For- 
merly these were looked upon as a precious and 
glorious heritage. Some years ago the story was 
frequently repeated in the press that the children in 
the German schools were taken ever so often to see 
the relics of their former wars and, while they gazed 
upon these instruments of human destruction, had 
instilled in them by their teachers an admiration for 
military glory and a desire for vengeance upon their 
enemies. Whether true or not we do not know; 
but too much has been made of war mementos. 

But now there is coming a revulsion of feeling 
against all this. People are beginning to look upon 
these instruments of horrible death and destruction 
as things to be put away out of their sight rather 
than revered and cherished. Especially is this true 
in England. A recent number of the London Ob- 
server says that the parks committee of Manchester 
has recommended “that all tanks, guns, and other 
relics should be scrapped.” Continuing it says: 

What is to happen to such relics throughout the country 
in the future? They were supplied to practically every prin- 
cipal town shortly after the war, when the municipalities 
were not merely willing, but even eager, to possess them. 
They were placed in parks and prominent public places, 
where in due time they became, in most cases, a playground 
for the local children, who found a real ‘tank or gun much 
more thrilling to play with than a toy one on the nursery 
floor. Recently they have come increasingly into disfavor, at 
least among the more sensitive adults. They are now almost 
despised “orphans of the storm,” a not too pleasant reminder 
of trying times, and even a physical eyesore. 

One town sold its guns for two pounds. In an- 
other city, four big German guns were destroyed be- 
cause “they did more to foster war than peace” and 
because “they were adjacent to places of public wor- 
ship.” At Birmingham “a whole museum of shells, 
machine guns and the like” was locked up in the 
back room of an art gallery. 


Our high-pressure patriots here in America 
should remember, before they begin to fume against 





such unpatriotic irreverence, that the English people 
know more about the horrors of war than they them- 
selves ever dreamed of. Not a village, not a hamlet, 
not a countryside in all that land but lost more of its 
fathers and sons in the Great War, and had more of 
them come back blinded or mutilated or crazed for 
life, than any one single village or community of 
equal size in the whole United States. On more than 
one occasion more “Tommies” lost their lives in a 
single day than the American armies lost during 
their entire stay in Europe. The people of Europe 
know the awful cost of war as we over here scarce- 
ly felt it. And as they draw away from the war 
mania which then engulfed them all, they are coming 
to their senses and have a growing determination to 
put the whole insane business out of their lives and 
that of their children. In the face of such facts, it 
is all the more preposterous that some of our own 
Americans are still so feverish with war phobia. 


How the Lilies Grow 


ERHAPS there is no other one teaching of Jesus 
Christ which is more worthy of consideration 
and application by the pastor and finance committee 
in the average church than this: “Consider the lilies, 
how they grow.” It would revolutionize the whole 
problem of finance if the significance of that admon- 
ition could be carried into effect. Nothing eise is so 
irksome and distasteful in the average church as the 
problem of finance; instead, it ought to be one of the 
most pleasant and satisfying. There is no other one 
burden that rests so heavily upon those in charge 
of church work, either local or denominational, as 
the question of how to secure funds and meet 
deficits; instead, in these days of prosperity and 
high-priced automobiles and fine homes and other 
luxuries, this ought to be the easiest part of church 
work and that which gives the least worry. But the 
trouble all comes about because we go at it in the 
wrong way. We strain and pull and beg and under- 
take to “make money for the church” by all sort of 
catchpenny plans. It is as if we should go out to the 
lily bed and try to stretch the bulbs out into green 
leaves and beautiful flowers by main force. It can 
not be done in that way. We must simply give them 
the culture they need and then let them grow into 
the lilies we desire. 
It is the same with raising money. It is all wrong 
to pull and tug and work it out of unwilling hearts. 
What is needed is that we give our congregations the 








see EE 




















THE HERALD OF 


452 (4) 





teaching and the training and the inspiration they 
need along financial lines—and then just let the 
thing work itself out. The money will then come as 
easy as the flowers grow. And for the same reason! 
That which is within the individual himself will pro- 
duce it liberally and joyfully, and without any coax- 
ing and begging. 

When you walk out in your garden these beauti- 
ful spring mornings, think these things over. Re- 
member how long you have been giving that lily bed 
attention—and then apply the same principles to the 
raising of money in your church. You ought to be 
studiously and very skillfully training and inspiring 
right now for next year’s budget—we mean that for 
1929. And much of that training and inspiring 
should be so carefully hidden from sight that the 
people themselves will not know that it is there, but 
put where the roots of their hearts will reach and 
feast upon it. Then your money will come easy— 
like the lilies grow! 


The Leaven is Working 


S an intimation of how far a re-evaluation of 
baptism as a saving grace is making its way in 

the Disciples Church, formerly so unanimously and 
utterly ritualistic in its insistence upon immersion, 
we publish the following from the pen of Prof. E. S. 
Ames in his regular weekly department in The 
Christian, the publication representing the more 
progressive and liberal-minded of that brotherhood: 


Baptism is falling into disuse because it is so difficult for 
people today to see it as a significant symbol. There is little 
chance that it will ever resume its old place. It certainly 
cannot be reinstated by insistence upon its necessity for ‘the 
religious life, since there are plenty of good Christians who 
have never been baptized. The more it is presented as an 
essential, as necessary to salvation, the farther it is rercoved 
from being a helpful symbol. .. . 

By insisting upon anything more than faith and re- 
pentance for membership in the churches we require more 
than was necessary to join his company of disciples during 
his life and more than is generally recognized as necessary to 
enter the Kingdom of God or future bliss. “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” This applies not only to prophets and 
religious leaders but also to conceptions of church conduct 
and organization. It has been their legalism which has kept 
the Disciples of Christ from fulfilling their dream of pre- 
moting Christian union in the world. It yet remains a ques- 
tion whether they will be able to make a significant contri- 
bution to that important cause. So far they appear to the 
religious bodies around them as having done the strange 
and paradoxical thing of having added another sect to Chris- 
tendom in their effort to reduce the existing number! The 
problem which we have to face is whether we are now so far 
sunk in this legalism and externalism that we are unable to 
repent of our own failures and commit ourselves to a living 
and fruitful faith in the religion of the spirit, which is surely 
the religion of Jesus. 


This does not by any means mean that the Dis- 
ciples Church is going soon to change its historic 
position on the mode of baptism. Only a very minor 
portion of even the leadership of that body would 
now agree to the above viewpoint. But the leaven is 
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working, and the outcome is inevitable. All of the 
force of logic and of modern thinking is against the 
strictly immersionist position—a position which can 
be justified only by the most archaic type of legal- 
istic Biblical interpretation. And it is indeed en- 
couraging to the forces of union to see these signs 
of change. The mode of baptism is now the only 
thing that stands in the road of the freest exchange 
of members between all but a few obscure denomi- 
nations. Members pass by letter from one to the 
other without any additional requirement save only 
that extorted by the immersionist churches of those 
individuals who have been baptized by some other 
mode than immersion. It is a happy omen for the 
future that the conscience of Disciples and Baptists 
is beginning to rebel against this sectarian practice 
on the part of their pastors and churches which bars 
from their church membership the great preponder- 
ant part of the followers of Christ—folks whom they 
admit are as truly Christian and as obviously ac- 
cepted of Christ as are they themselves. 


The Spirit of the Evangel 


OT many months ago the newspapers were filled 

with accounts of the doings in China, and folks 
were debating whether or not the missionaries 
should look to their governments for military pro- 
tection against the enraged Chinese to whom they 
had been preaching the gospel. One of the thrilling 
and glorious facts of modern religion and of modern 
life was the manner in which so many of the mis- 
sionaries and missionary organizations repudiated 
the idea that they should ask for the protection of 
gun boats and cannon. Rather they wanted only to 
be let alone to work out their own safety through the 
avenues of friendship and peace, assuring the world 
that their lives would not be in danger if it had not 
been for the encroachments of business interests and 
the pressure and interference of the foreign govern- 
ments. Speaking of this faith and fearlessness as 
the essential compelling spirit which must dominate 
all foreign mission work and which should come to 
animate all of our work at home as well as on the 
mission field, the noted Rufus M. Jones put it this 
way in a recent address: 

We must leave behind all fear. We must forever be 
done, ourselves, with gunboat Christianity; and if we are 
going to send out missionaries into those lands where they 
are going to interpret Christ, they must go out with the un- 
derstanding that they take their lives in their hands, and 
take all the chances there are, and under no circumstances 
are they to come back on gunboats. I thank God for Robert 
Simkin and his life out there in danger, deciding the issue 
of their leaving, and saying to their Chinese friends: “We 
could never look you in the face again if we should leave 
you now and go off on this gunboat. We will take our chances 
and stay with you.” That is the only way you can be mis- 
sionaries; and if you will not do it in that spirit, do not ever 
be one. And that same thing must animate all your work, 
at home as, well as when you get out:to the mission field. You 
must leave all fear behind. 
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How cam a man be born when he is old?— 
John 3:4. 
NE of the greatest of those asso- 
O ciated with that most efficient of 
all organizations for the discovery 
of criminals, Scotland Yard, said not so 
many years ago, that, in his judgment, 
there was little if any hope of reforming 
a criminal. Probably the most of those 
whose business it is to apprehend the 
criminal would say the same. Once a 
criminal, always a criminal. And indeed 
there is lacking no little evidence to bear 
this out. If any of us will think back 
over our associations we will discover 
that in the great majority of cases the 
boy has been the father of the man. If 
the boy be lazy, the man will be lazy; 
if untruthful, when small, he is very apt 
to lie always. If selfish and little of na- 
ture in the home, or with his playmates, 
there is generally not much change in 
after life. If the girl is vain, the woman 
will be proud and jealous of others like 
or more favored. However imperfectly, 
in his confusion at the startling response 
of Jesus, Nicodemus sensed the import 
of his interrogation, what it means is 
this: Can a person of mature years, who 
has faced life with selfish abandon, be 
changed so that his whole desire and per- 
formance will be directed to living for 
others? That is a big question. 


The Proofs We Have 

In seeking to find an answer we have 
recourse to a threefold evidence. 

There are many of us who know what 
a change has been wrought in our own 
lives by the incoming of Christ. We know 
that things have been marvelously al- 
tered. Life can never be the same again. 
The former things have passed away; be- 
hold all things have become new. That 
change has been both unmistakable and 
radical. Nor can we possibly go against 
our own consciousness of an undreamed 
of transformation. Tennyson is scarcely 
good psychologist when he says, 


“For knowledge is of things we see.” 


It is impossible to deny experience, both 
in ourselves and in others. Christianity’s 
great appeal is to conduct; and when we 
see other lives changed, and realize what 
transformations are wrought there, the 
weight of evidence is unthinkably strong. 

And that brings us to the second evi- 
dence we have that human nature can be 
changed, viz: the testimony of others. 
One has only to read the confessions of 
St. Augustine, the brilliant but sensual 
youth, who became the greatest apologist 
for the Church; of St. Francis of Assissi, 





Great Questions Men Put to Jesus 





Can Human Nature Be Chahged? 


BY REV. W. G. SARGENT, D. D. 


the rich and gay young man who forsook 
all for a life of voluntary poverty and 
helpfulness; of Jerry McAuley, or the 
Rose of Mulberry Bend; of John B. 
Gough or John G. Wooley or the ten 
thousand others who have gxperienced 
this revolution of life and have been glad 
to witness to the change and the moving 
cause. Indeed, one only need to go into 
a prayer meeting to hear it at any time. 
Here are facts with which we must deal. 
We cannot shun them and lay claim to 
be careful investigators or searchers for 
the truth. 

To this must be added the testimony of 
Scripture. The doctrine of a funda- 
mental change of heart and life pervades 
the whole of the New Testament. Nor 
indeed is it absent from the old, which 
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THE CROWN OF LIFE 


UPON thy brow a crown will rest 
By Christ’s own hand ‘tis given, 
If holy purpose fills thy breast 

To live for God and heaven— 
Thy royalty—forget it not— 

On earth's vain toys look down, 
Be mindful of thy kingly lot, 

Let no man take thy crown. 


No coronet of worldly kings 
Though set with gold and gem 

Can match the honor that it brings, 
This sacred diadem! 

Its loveliness adorns thy brow, 
O ne'er to dust cast down; 

For Christ's dear sake, this be thy vow, 
No man shall take thy crown. 


A crown of life, “abundant life’, 
The Christ to thee didst bring, 
Maintain his honor though fierce strife 
And battle round thee ring— 
Ever thy crown of life hold fast, 
Let none its gems despoil, 
Rule by thy scepter to the last 
Through faith and prayer and toil. 


Thy precious crown! It sparkles bright 
With hope and peace and love, 

Its jewels flash with holy light 
Reflected from above+— 

And by his name whose gift ye wear, 
Though all the world should frown, 

In pride of soul Christ's glory share, 
Let no man take thy crown. 


—George G. Phipps, in Boston Transcript. 
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declares “God will give you a new 
heart”, though the approach makes it 
less noticeable here. 

The Apostle Paul, the first to express 
in a recorded form the Christian concept, 
says, “If any man is in Christ Jesus he 
is a new creation.” Paul is constantly 
contrasting the life of sin and righteous- 





ness, defining the one as a life in the 
flesh and the other a life of the spirit. 
He urges men to crucify the old man in 
order that a new man may come forth. 
He exhausts language in order to empha- 
size the change that Christ makes in the 
life. 

Peter exhorts his disciples and Chris- 
tians everywhere, as children of obed- 
ience, no longer to fashion themselves ac- 
cording to their former lusts in the time 
of their ignorance. While John, writing 
at the close of the century, declares that 
whosoever is begotten of God sinneth not, 
for God keepeth him and the evil one 
toucheth him not. 

It remained, however, for Jesus to ex- 
press the fact of possible transformation 
in his own way when he declared that 
“Whosoever heareth my words and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me..... is 
passed from death into life.” We must 
never forget Jesus found himself limited 
by speech. Words always settle into 
fixed meanings. The development of 
truth demands new language forms. Je- 
sus had to use the words at his com- 
mand, carrying as they did traditional 
signification. His words here are in- 
tended to convey the meaning he would 
have made plain to Nicodemus, when he 
said, “Unless one be born from above (or 
again, or of the Spirit) he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God;” he has no conception 
of the joys and the changed purpose and 
desire that one experiences when he gives 
over his life to the domination of the 
Spirit. 

What Is the Meaning of This Change? 


Doubtless there are many whose lives 
have been gradually changed, “trans- 
formed from glory unto glory”, and who 
have never known or will know this sud- 
den and amazing transformation the few 
experience in later life, and most as- 
suredly the former is the normal process. 
But we are far too apt to lay the empha- 
sis upon the degraded sinner, the outcast 
of society. We must increasingly take 
into account the respectable sinners, for 
the world is filled with them. They do 
not drink, they do not steal, they abstain 
from fleshly lusts, at least so far as the 
world can see; but they are selfish, proud, 
narrow, intolerant, living for themselves 
and careless of others, save as the dic- 
tates of society demand. They have fine 
homes and stay there—in a word, they 
are respectable, and everywhere received 
as members of society. They give to 
church and charity when their social 
standing requires it, but would never 
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think of doing so otherwise. They are 
the people who are living for what life 
can bring them rather than what they 
can give to life. 

The change we are discussing here 1s 
that which has taken place in a life 
which swings from a self-center to a 
Christ-center. It is the change which 
Paul experienced when, after his bitter 
persecution of those who followed Christ, 
he wrote, “For me to live is Christ.” It 
is a change from selfishness to unselfish- 
ness. Death or life lies here. Christ 
changes life by giving it a new center, a 
new dynamic. “I will draw all men unto 
myself.” It is not a case of environment 
or the reorganization of society or the 
more just distribution of wealth; it is 
not even a case of waiting patiently for 
the race to grow by its own impulsicn out 
of its undeniably selfish mood. It is the 
experience of a new life of freedom to do 
the right, and consequent emancipation 
from the power of sin, through the domi- 
nation of the Spirit, inspiring and 1)lum- 
inating and giving strength when we face 
the higher set over against the lower. 
The spiritual person of whom Jesus is 
speaking here to Nicodemus is one in 
whom the Spirit of God can work. Life 
becomes single now. It has one motive, 
and that motive is pure and unselfish—it 
springs from devotion to a person. It is 
new with the incoming of that person in- 
to life. So Jesus stands at the door and 
knocks that he may come in and change 
the old into the new. The individual sets 
his face determinedly in the way of right 
and unselfish endeavor. 


Human Life Can be Changed 


Yes, human life can be changed. It is 
the same J. But direction and experi- 
ence are different. My approach to it is 
on a different plain. I have taken to my- 
self wings and mount where the atmos- 
phere is not thick with the darkness of 
self. I am following, and the life that 
leads me on is wondrous fair and bright. 
I can see and hear now. I have, with the 
transformation, been given new sight, 
and new hearing. Sight has been given 
to the blind and hearing to the deaf, as 
the prophet long ago foretold. For this 
new-old self is born both of blood and the 
Spirit, and the new element is the domi- 
nation of the Spirit. 

Nor is this in any sense an esoteric 
fact. It is not for the elect, but for 
those who choose. The lowliest may walk 
in light with the most erudite. The 
wretched, broken, sin-soiled life may be 
clothed in white. One thing only is neces- 
sary—surrender to Jesus Christ. But 
that is necessary. No one has been able 
to devise any other way. This is more 
than a way; it is the way. “There is no 
work of mine for him to do, who is not 
wholly mine.” Herbert Spencer said, 
“Perfect correspondence would be perfect 
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life,’ and in that the philosopher nas 
again spoken the truth of the Christian 
faith. Jesus put it this way: “This is 
life eternal to know thee, the only true 
God, and him whom thou didst send, even 
Jesus Christ.” Perfect correspondence 
would be perfect life. 

What a gospel has been entrusted to 
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us! Would that stark conviction might 
take the place of the vacillation of our 
time and mood. We hold the truth that 
will change a world. And there is no 
other. 


{This is the third of a series by Dr. Sar- 
gent on the Great Questions Men Put to 
Jesus. The fourth will appear in an early 
issue.] 


In Our Yesterdays 


BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
For Thirty-three Years Secretary of The General Convention 


Ninth Article 


N my wanderings amid the shades of 

forgetfulness, hoping to rescue the 

names of some of the early heroes of 
the faith from oblivion, I have come upon 
many interesting events. Those of whom 
I write traveled along an unbroken path, 
preached in log cabins, swam swollen 
streams, faced danger, and met death, 
that they might preach the gospel and 
sow the seed of the Kingdom. Morally 
speaking, they had to fell the forests, 
ciear the soil wild with exuberant but 
vitiated growth, and overrun with rank 
sectarianism, and transform it into a 
fruitful field. 

What heroism, suffering, privation, 
toil, sacrifice, and loneliness are eternal- 
ly linked with their names. Surely their 
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OUR SUPREME ACT OF FAITH 


IF some one, says that we cannot 
demonstrate immortality, we grant 


that to start with. e do not 
believe in immortality,"’ said Mar- 
tineau, “because we can prove it, 
but we try to prove it because we 
cannot help believing it."" That at- 
titude is familiar in science as it is 
in religion. Some things in science 
we believe because we can positively 
demonstrate them. But toward 
some others, not capable of com- 
plete demonstration, like the uni- 
versal sway of the conservation of 
energy or the uniformity of law, we 
keep pushing out our proof as far as 
we can reach, because we cannot 
make sense of the world without 
believing them. So in religion there 
are two kinds of truth. The power 
of prayer to stabilize and strengthen 
the inward life of man—that can be 
demonstrated. But immortality is 
not like that. Unless you accept 
spiritualism you cannot prove im- 
mortality. But from man’s first 
groping endeavors to find meaning 
in life he has tirelessly tried to prove 
it because he could not help be- 
lieving it. Without it human life is 
ultimately shadowed and undone 
with a sense of unutterable irration- 
ality and futility. As John Fiske 
said, “I believe in the immortality 
of the soul as a supreme act of faith 
in the reasonableness of God's 
work."’—Harry Emerson Fosdick, in 
“‘Adventurous Religion.” 




















names, their failures, and their successes 
should be enshrined in the memory and 
literature of their descendants. 

It should be remembered that God in 
his wisdom has, for the accomplishment 
of his purposes, chosen in every age of 
the world’s history such instruments as 
were adapted to the times, circumstances, 
and state of society. Men for the times 
are the instruments God has provided to 
meet the emergencies; and when they 
are obedient to the call and the task, and 
with fidelity have attended to the work 
to which they were appointed, success 
has ever honored and ever will honor 
and crown their efforts. But when they 
disobey, others are called. Thus are the 
purposes and plans of God accomplished. 
Such men always leave their impress 
upon the ages. These early men were 
men of the times. 


MISSIONS 


As unpleasant as it may be, and as un- 
reasonable as it may seem, the fact is 
that many of our first ministers and 
many of the lay members of the church 
were openly opposed to organized mis- 
sionary work, especially Elias Smith, and 
his colaborers. In The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty, 1816, Mr. Smith, in his charac- 
teristic way, describes a missionary meet- 
ing held by the Baptist Church, the ar- 
ticle bearing the title— 


MORE SOUND THAN SUBSTANCE 
Among other things he says: 


This makes a great sound through the 
country where the public paper is car- 
ried; but what is the amount? A few 
have contrived a way to collect cents 
from the poor; and this is called favor- 
ing Zion, in connection with several 
other things. The missionaries are in 
our country but little esteemed, as it is 
generally known, that no such men 
would be seen, were it not for what they 
receive per month. 


He concludes the article in the follow- 
ing words: 

One minister of Christ, who is com- 
missioned from Heaven to open men’s 
eyes, would turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to 
God, would chase a thousand of them; 
and too, put thousands of them to flight. 
The Lord grant the day may soon come 
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when the sons of Zion shall be raised up 
against these sons of Greece, and knowl- 
edge be by them generally increased. 
Amen and Amen. 


Later in the same year he gives the 
following reasons for opposing missions 
with extended comments upon each: 


1. It has led the leading ministers of 
each sect to call loudly and repeatedly on 
all classes of people for their money. 

2. The missionary business has led its 
advocates to form governments similar to 
that of the United States Government to 
promote what they call a heavenly in- 
stitution. 

8. The missionary business tends to 
make ministers independent of the 
people. 

4. This man make plan is calculated 
to cultivate in the mind of ministers 
greediness for filthy lucre. 

5. The chief good I can see resulting 
from this missionary business is the pay 
- preachers get from those who send 
them. 

6. This plan of preaching has at least 
the appearance of hypocrisy. 

7. This plan of spreading sectarian- 
ism. is on the decline in this country. 


There is no escaping the fact that many 
believed with Smith, and that the mis- 
sionary idea and sentiment were of slow 
growth among our first ministers and 
their followers. Elias Smith refused to 
be ordained except as an itinerant evan- 
gelist, and others followed his leading in 
their ordination. What small sentiment 
there was, and whatever plans confer- 
ences made in the way of mission work, 
were limited in thought and scope to the 
immediate conference territory, and yet 
our first ministers were missionaries in 
the truest sense of the word. They, like 
the apostles, were scattered abroad, and 
they went everywhere preaching repent- 
ance toward God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that, too, without 
money and without price. The Chris- 
tian Church furnished in these early 
ministers missionaries who for courage, 
zeal, and devotion in planting the gospel 
standard in a practically new country 
have not been excelled by any denomina- 
tion. Most of these servants of God 
traveled circuits like the Methodist 
itinerant. Barton Warren Stone began 
his career among us as a circuit rider. 
Others were like him in that, so that the 
country from east to west and from north 
to south and back again, was traversed 
by these men, tireless, uncomplaining, 
and unpaid. 


Prominent among these early mission- 
aries, mention should be made of Elder 
Isaac N. Walters, who when fifty years 
of age had given thirty of them to the 
Christian ministry. During that thirty 
years he had traveled miles enough to 
girdle the earth a little more than six 
times; crossed the Allegheny mountains 
fifty times; preached eight thousand two 
hundred and forty-three sermons; at- 
tended one thousand two hundred and 


twenty-nine funerals; baptized three 
thousand three hundred and ninety-two 
converts; received eight thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-two into the fellow- 
ship of the church; prayed with one 
thousand and fifty couples. 

Let it be remembered that the inhabi- 
tants of the territory he traveled were 
settled in small neighborhoods, and were 
few and far between; that he did not 
travel with the comfort and speed known 
in this day. 

Others might be mentioned—Joseph 
Thomas (The White Pilgrim), Abraham 
Snethen, Mills Barrett, Rice Haggard— 
and scores of others whose names are 
worthy to be enrolled as Christian mis- 
sionaries of a bygone day. That the 
reader may have a very clear idea of mis- 
sionary work in that early day, I give 
the following, taken from the report of 
Elder Joel Thomas, who is 1851 was do- 
ing missionary work in Iowa, under the 
direction of the New England Home Mis- 
sionary Society. For the first three 
months of 1851, he traveled 407 miles, 
preached forty-nine times, baptized one, 
organized one church, and received $6.25. 
During this period there was more or less 
missionary agitation. Conferences would 
adopt resolutions, organize conference 
missionary societies, raise a hundred dol- 
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A PRAYER 
I PRAY that I may not be cast aside— 


A broken, useless thing— 
Unnoticed by the busy throng, to wait 
Release that death alone can bring. 


But rather let me labor, love, and serve, 
Until some calm and starry night, 
When, tired with honest toil, I lay me 
down 
To wake in Heaven's morning bright. 
—Grace H. Poffenberger, in Reformed 
Church Messenger. 


S| WW 7 itwrn»»w"w;;z*w~w*w_eyUr I Z3+X.{U4WU.. WW. 


lars with which to pay a missionary for 
six months, designating that his labors 
should be within the territory of the local 
conference. Some conference would ven- 
ture to employ a missionary for a whole 


year. Thus the missionary spirit de- 
veloped slowly, sluggishly, ebbing and 
flowing according to the spirit of the con- 
ference. 

The writer’s own conference (the 
Southern Ohio), as late as 1886, devoted 
a period of the session to the considera- 
tion of missions. Great speeches were 
made; much enthusiasm was created; a 
ringing resolution was adopted, and an 
offering taken for missions amounting to 
$11.05. 

Notwithstanding the slowness of the 
growth, yet it grew, and much of the 
efficient service and generous giving of 
today are but the ripened fruit of the 
seed planted in other years. 

During this period of development, 
missionary agitation in conferences, in 


the pulpit, and by the press created a 
sentiment that enlarged in scope and in- 
tensified in spirit until the whole de- 
nomination seemed to quiver with a zeal 
for missions. We must remember the 
handicap of that earlier day. Travel was 
difficult, slow, and expensive; communi- 
cations delayed; mail service inadequate, 
and the home field greatly in need and 
crying for help. 

In 1845, a general meeting in the in- 
terest of missions was planned to be held 
in Fall River, Massachusetts. Elder 
David Millard was expected to attend. 
He wrote expressing his regrets that he 
could not attend, and giving as a reason 
that he was living in the far West. He 
was living at West Bloomfield, New York. 

The history of missions as understood 
and practiced in that early period is un- 
written, but who does not feel a sense of 
the missionaries’ presence at the mention 
of the names of those heroic men of the 
wilderness? 

WOMAN AND MISSIONS 


In my searching of the records of an 
early day, I do not find any definite men- 
tion of woman’s work in missions prior 
to the organization of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary Home Missionary Society, of 
the Western New York Christian Confer- 
ence. This society was organized prior 
to the session of 1857, for at that time it 
seems to be doing quite a bit of real mis- 
sionary work within the territory of the 
conference. We were more than fifty 
years old as a denomination before we 
recognized the valuable service of woman 
in the domain of missions, and gave her 
an opportunity to serve a cause she had 
always loved. It is easily within the 
memory of many now living, when a 
conference thought it quite a condes- 
cension to give even a small part of its 
time for the presentation of woman’s 
work in the conference. But even though 
we have no written history of her con- 
tribution to missions during these first 
years of our life as a people, we may yet 
be sure that she breathed into mission 
work so much of her faith and courage 
as to assure success to the enterprise. Be- 
hind every good man who does a good 
work in the world stands at least one 
good woman, and maybe two—a good 
mother and a good wife; and what is 
true of the individual man is true of or- 
ganizations of men. Behind every great 
movement that has for its purpose the 
purity of society, justice in government, 
the enlargement of the Kingdom of God, 
stands a host of consecrated women, 
whose courage, faith, and devotions in- 
spire men to do their best. 

Reaching back from now to the begin- 
ning of our movement, the hand of wom- 
an can be traced in all the progress we 
had made, and in a marked degree along 
the line of missions. 















A Fraternal Greeting 


I am happy at the fine and friendly 
way in which the negotiations for th 
Congregational-Christian Union have 
been published and I beg to express my 
heartiest sympathy with the project and 
to assure you that I shall gladly render 
any service to promote its successful 
consummation. There are of course 
specific problems of adjustment and ad- 
ministration to be met; but on the whole 
the plan seems so reasonable and thor- 
oughly Christian that with mutual good 
will it certainly can be carried out suc- 
cessfully. 

Yours with all fraternal confidence, 


Ozora §S. Davis, 


Moderator, National Council 
Congregational Churches in. U. S. 


Time Now to Practice 


With deep joy I have just read the 
Congregational-Christian proposal. To 
me it is the best thing I have seen in The 
Herald in recent years. It seems to me 
that the Christian Church has preached 
union long enough, that it is high time 
we were practicing union. How can we 
hope to be taken seriously unless we are 
willing to practice what we preach? 
Surely no consistent objections can be 
offered to this proposal. Take, for in- 
stance, the idea of changing our name. 
Can we afford to balk a movement which, 
in its very nature, tends toward the ulti- 
mate union of all Christ’s forces—the an- 
swering of his great prayer, “that they 
all may be one that the world might be- 
lieve,” for the sake of preserving our 
name? 

It is to be hoped at least, as Dr. Kerr 
suggests, that we shall not be guilty of 
violating the spirit of this proposal, for 
it seems to me that it points toward a 
better day for the Christian Church and 
the Kingdom of God. “Lead on, O King 
Eternal.” 

E. C. GEEDING. 

Ferguson, Iowa. 


‘United Christians’’ 


We have been much interested in read- 
ing the “proposal” in this week’s Herald 
along with the editorial and Dr. Coffin’s 
article, which seem to be laden with the 
keynote of progress toward a_ united 
church. 

The fourth item in the proposal, how- 
ever, seems to our way of thinking, to be 
very unfortunate. That is in regard to 
the name. Of course it is only “tenta- 


tive’ and we are hoping it may be 
changed soon to be broader and more in- 
clusive. 


As it stands there is no room 





The Congregational-Christian Proposal 


for churches other than those of Congre- 
gational government. 

Dr. Coffin’s suggested “universal 
names” does not seem to be just right. 
“United American Church” ignores the 
Head of the Church. “United American 
Christian Church” is better; but the best 
we think of at present is “United 
Christians.” This is brief, all inclusive, 
and recognizes the fact that all denomi- 
nations are Christian—that is, there are 
Christians in all denominations. And 
how can any denomination object to 
“United Christians’? They all preach it. 

J. H. BONE. 

Mount Vernon, Ohio. 


Counts It ‘‘Good News’’ 


The Herald, in its April 19 issues, gave 
us news which was both important and 
unexpected—that of the recommendations 
of the joint commissions of the Congre- 
gational and Christian churches, provid- 
ing for actual organic union of the two 
bodies, i. e., “just as soon as the arrange- 
ments can be worked out.” Although 
this came as unexpected news, it was 
good news. Of course, I have been 
dreaming that such things could and 
might transpire, but always thought of 
such things as coming to pass in the re- 
mote future. I note it is said “that the 
details of this arrangement are yet to be 
worked out,” still the tentative features 
seem to carry a rather encouraging tone 
—anyhow, a brotherly and feasible pro- 
posal has been made. 

For one I shall look forward hopefully 
to the consummation of this history- 
making proposal. The executive com- 
mittees of the two bodies have made a 
fine beginning. Now if all concerned will 
only follow their well-set example, the 
sublime goal to be reached will not be in 
the far-away future. Our only regret in 
regard to the present movement is that 
a number of other denominations could 
not be included in same. 

I see nothing in the initial steps taken 
by the two committees that need be pro- 
vocative of any harmful results to either 
body concerned, and I most sincerely 
hope that our entire brotherhood may 
give the proposition that fine endorse- 
ment that it both deserves and needs. 

R. J. EL.ts. 

Sumner, Illinois. 


No Reason for Remaining Separate 


I am deeply grateful for the outlook 
thus far of union of our people and the 
Congregational Church. I can see no 
justifiable reason before God for remain- 
ing separate. 

I had a very delightful experience at 
Vanderbilt, during my recent stay there, 





in the denominational group meeting of 
our students and the Congregational 
group. We met together each day; and, 
in Dr. Coffin’s words in last week’s Her- 
ald, there was “but one dominating mo- 
tive—a greater efficiency for the Kingdom 
of God.” There is a movement on in 
Nashville to organize a church out in the 
Vanderbilt community which will appeal 
to folks there who do not care to empha- 
size differentiating things. It will be a 
union of Congregational, Friends, and 
Christians. I had the privilege of meet- 
ing with a small dinner group of inter- 
ested people at the city Y. M. C. A. to 
consider the matter. The-Vanderbilt Y. 
M. secretary, an official of the City Char- 
ity organizations (I think) a Friend, 
some secretaries and other officials of the 
Congregationalists including Dr. W. 
Knighton Bloom, of Washington, D. C., 
and Rev. E. M. Carter of our own church 
at Youngsville, N. C., were in the group. 
RUE BURNELL. 
Orient, Iowa. 


The Cost of Refusal 


I have read with interest the Congre- 
gational-Christian proposal and your 
very forceful editorial in the same issue. 
I have read with equal interest The 
Christian Century’s editorial concerning 
this movemest. 

I am thoroughly in favor of this move- 
ment. My interest has been bound up 
with that of our denomination for a num- 
ber of years. I have taught at Jireh and 
at Merom, and am now on leave of ab- 
sence from Elon. It seems to me that 
not only the best interest of our own Ge- 
nomination but that of the Kingdom as 
well will be served by this union. It 
seems entirely in keeping with the spirit 
of our founders. 

Now that The Christian Century has 
called the attention of all America to this 
movement, to refuse to establish union, 
to my mind, would set back the whole 
union movement enormously. 

A. R. VAN CLEAVE. 


Indiana University, Bloomington. 


No Essential Difference 


I cannot forbear writing you to express 
my great joy in the proposed union be- 
tween the Christian and the Congrega- 
tional Churches as formulated in the 
joint report of the Commissions of The 
American Christian Convention and the 
Congregational National Council. 

I came into the Congregational fellow- 
ship in 1894. But I was ordained in the 
Southern Ohio Christian Conference in 
1887. The presbyters who laid their 
hands on my head in that solemn rite 
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were Dr. S. S. Newhouse, Rev. Rufus H. 
McDaniel, and Dr. John F. Burnett. 

There is no essential difference be- 
tween the Christians and the Congrega- 
tionalists. In polity they are alike. 
Neither body has any creedal test. They 
alike believe that the spirit of Christ in 
life is the true test of discipleship. They 
both seek the Kingdom of God through 
freedom in the truth and service in the 
spirit of Christ. 

It is possible that the Christians have 
been less moved by some phases of mod- 
ern thought, less responsive, as a whole, 
to modern scientific conclusions, and 
more conservative in many interpreta- 
tions than the Congregationalists. But 
in both bodies there is freedom for dif- 
ference and fellowship among those who 
differ. The strength of each body is 
found where the other is not largely rep- 
resented. This should make the matter 
of union easier. I sincerely pray it will 
not fail of ratification. 

ARTHUR S. HENDERSON. 
Leavenworth, Kan. 


Church Votes Unanimous 


I am very much interested in the pro- 
posal of the Commissions with reference 
to union with the Congregational people. 
I considered the matter of sufficient im- 
portance to use our service Sunday morn- 
ing to present the matter to our people. 
You will be interested to know that the 
congregation present voted its unanimous 
approval of the action of the commission 
and expressed its desire that the neces- 
sary steps toward a consummation of the 
proposal may be taken as rapidly as pos- 
sible. 

J. C. DEREMER. 

Britton, Michigan. 


From a Congregational Conference 


I attended the State Conference of the 
Congregational Church at Geneva, Nebr., 
April 26-28. The inclosed resolution 
was passed. I was treated very cordially 
and represented the Christian Church in 
an unofficial way. Your splendid edi- 
torial regarding union was mentioned a 
number of times in the conference. I am 
thankful we have an editor of The Her- 
ald who can put things so clear and fair, 
in this most critical hour of the Chris- 
tian Church. I enclose a copy of resolu- 
tions passed by the conference. 

C. G. NELSON. 

Red Cloud, Nebraska. 


Resolutions enclosed: 

Adopted by the Nebraska Congrega- 
tional Conference, at its seventy-second 
annual meeting, April 26-29, 1928, at 
Geneva, Nebraska: 

In view of the fact that the question 
of union between the Christian and Con- 
gregational Churches has come up in a 
very definite way, be it resolved: That we 
in State Conference assembled urge our 
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National Commission to proceed in a most 
cordial manner along the most feasible 
line in order that union may be brought 
about. 

Be it further resolved: That we, the 
State Conference of Nebraska, extend to 
the Christian Church our most cordial 
greetings and our most hearty commenda- 
tion, 

Be it further resolved: That a copy of 
this resolution be sent to the Christian 
and Congregational Commissions on 
Union. 


In Brief 


I fully endorse the report of the Com- 
mission on Christian Unity and hope and 
pray that the union may be consum- 
mated. I also thank you for your splen- 
did editorials. No wet man or Roman 
Catholic should be President of our coun- 
try. 

H. J. DUCKWORTH. 

Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 


I am urging my members to subscribe 
for The Herald so they can become 
posted on the proposed union of the 
Christian and Congregational churches as 
well as the other benefits to be received 
from the paper. I think the editorial of 
last week, “We Face a Momentous De- 
cision’’, very fine. 

G. W. VANDERBURG. 

Winchester, Indiana. 


Our Unity Commission has done well. 
MARTYN SUMMERBELL. 
Lakemont, New York. 


I have just been reading the articles 
on union with the Congregationalists. I 
do sincerely hope that we can move for- 
ward with this union rapidly. I believe 
the work should be carried forward with 
all possible speed. 

H. H. SHort. 

Hagerstown, Indiana. 


I have just read with the deepest kind 
of interest your editorial on the subject 
of organic union with the Congregation- 
alists, and the other official communica- 
tions touching that matter, and my sym- 
pathies are very fully with the proposi- 
tion. 

M. W. BUTLER. 

Conshohocken, Pensylvania. 


I take this opportunity to express my 
gratitude to the brothers in the church 
who have been so faithfully working on 
the line of Christian union and fellow- 
ship of the federation of churches. I 
see where initial steps have been taken 
to bring the Christian and Congregation- 
al Churches in unity. I do hope and pray 
that this may come to pass at as early a 
date as possible. I do not know of any- 
thing that would be more helpful to the 
Kingdom of God than this fellowship of 
co-operation. I trust that each church 
will pray earnestly for the committees 
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that are appointed to bring about this 
work. 


R. S. STEPHENS, 
Pastor St. Luke’s Christian Church. 
Dover, Delaware. 





The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





In the “Show-me” State 


T was the writer’s privilege to spend a 
week with our churches in the East- 
ern Osage Conference in Missouri in 
April. It was my first trip there. It 
was a delightful one, full of work with 
from seven to nine hours daily in in- 
stitue work, preaching, and in acquaint- 
ing our people there with the work of 
our whole brotherhood through pictures. 
The people came out and stayed through. 
The average attendance for the forenoon 
sessions was forty, the afternoon sessions 
over fifty, and the night sessions 113. 
No one could wish for a kinder reception, 
more attentive listeners, or a more real 
desire to know more of our work and 
methods. Rev. M. E. Sooters took me in 
charge and he is doing a splendid work 
among the churches . We did not get to 
see his father, Rev. C. M. Sooter, the 
aged veteran who is loved everywhere in 
the conference. We called at the Iberia 
Congregational Junior College and were 
given a hearty welcome by its president, 
Dr. Smith. Mr. Fred Woody, the confer- 
ence secretary, has a keen interest in the 
work and a love fos all the churches. 
Hermon Seaton, Fred Woody, Melvin 
Perkins, H. S. Burnham, John Riley 
Pendleton, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Burns, 
Frank Hannah, and others were not satis- 
fied with one day’s meetings, but went 
many miles to attend other sessions. No 
doubt there were others who did the 
same. This conference has a list of 
strong laymen like the above and many 
others whose names we do not now recall. 
The Burns, Morrows, Butchers, Chris- 
mans, Sheltons, and others are loyal to 
the work. More full-time preachers are 
needed in the conference. The churches, 
for their own spiritual life, need to have 
a larger share in the denominational en- 
terprises. Some of the young people 
should be at Palmer College and at our 
summer school there. Nine stewardship 
books were ordered. Eight Heralds were 
subscribed for. Some of the churches 
need Sunday-schools and they were urged 
to start them without delay. We were 
glad to meet so many fine young people, 
as fine as any could be, and we held 
special meetings with them where time 
would permit. 
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GIRLS 





The Old-fashioned Child 


My grandma says when she was small 
She was not boisterous at all. 

She never skipped a rope like me, 
But sat at home, quite properly. 


She got up every day at four; 

She baked the bread, and scrubbed the 
floor ; 

And when her work was finished quite, 

Made patchwork quilts by candle light. 

When I am grown, O my, I hope 

I won’t forget my skipping rope, 

And dolls, and all the fun I’ve had, 

And things that aren’t so very bad. 


But when the hems in all my clothes 

Are taken out, do you suppose 

I'll scold my child, and only praise 

The little girls of olden days? 
—Anna Bird Stewart. 


First, Second, and Third 
YOUNG man at college had, among 
pennants and mottoes, these words’ on 

a card hanging on the wall: “I am will- 
ing to be third.” His roommate won- 
dered for a long time what, it could mean. 
Toward the close of the school year, he 
took courage to ask what the motto 
meant. The answer was: “I received this 
motto from my mother. She said to me, 
‘If you ever expect to accomplish any- 
thing worth while you must make God 
first, others second, self third.’” This 
was a consecrated man—he made God 
first.—Selected. 


Winning the Race 

I THINK I'll try for that place in the 

engineering firm of Thompson & 
Mooring, Uncle Mac. They have a great 
and growing business, and a fellow ought 
to be able to work up to something big 
if he can get in with them. They say 
there is no end of first-rate opportuni- 
ities at their branch offices in South 
America.” 

Mr. Campbell nodded soberly. 

“It is a fine opening for the right 
man,” he said, “but I’m afraid you’d not 
make good with them.” 

“Why, Uncle Mac, don’t you think I 
have sense enough, or what is the 
matter?” 

“Oh, yes; you have plenty of sense! It 
isn’t a question of ability. But, you see, 
a one-legged man hasn’t much chance to 
win in a foot race.” 

“A one-legged man! What do you 
mean?” Jack demanded, mystified, his 
eyes going from his uncle’s sober face to 
his two strong, well-formed legs stretched 
out before him. 

Mr. Campbell sat gazing into the fire 
for a full minute, while the young man 
watched him with growing restlessness. 
When he began again, his thoughts 


seemed to have taken an entirely new 
turn. 

“Jack, when you first came out of col- 
lege, you went in with McIntyre & Co., 
real estate men, and you were sure you 
would make a big thing of it. How long 
did you stay with them?” 

“Three weeks.” 

“Yes. Then you tried insurance with 
Bender & Wall. You stayed with them 
about two weeks, I think.” 

“Wall was so cranky no one could get 
along with him,” Jack protested. 

“Then you thought you’d like a travel- 
ing job, and you were on the road for 
that wholesale clothing company about a 
month, weren’t you?” 

“Why, yes, Uncle Mac, but—” 

Mr. Campbell interrupted his nephew, 
who was beginning to look uncomfort- 
able. “I believe you tried next in Mark- 
ham’s law office, but you didn’t stay there 
long, and you’ve been in your present 
place about six weeks. That is five differ- 
ent positions in about four months.” He 
looked significantly at his nephew. 

“Jack, it takes two good legs to run the 
race of life successfully. One of them is 
ability. You have that, all right, for you 
have plenty of sense and a good educa- 
tion. But if you have the other at all, it 
is very weak, though it is, if anything, 
even more important than the first. Un- 
less you can strengthen it, you’ll never 
succeed in anything. But with with the 
two good legs, ability and stability, any 
man can win. It is just up to you to 
develop and strengthen that weak leg of 
yours.”—Youth’s Companion. 


See a Pin, Pick It Up 
SEE a pin, pick it up, that’s a sign 
you’ll have good luck”, sang Bob, 
stooping to pick up a pin, as he came into 
the house the other day. 

“You think that is a joke, don’t you?” 
asked his mother, kissing him and taking 
the proffered pin. “It may sound like a 
joke to you, but it proved to be a true 
adage for a small boy whose story I will 
tell you: This lad’s name was Jacques, 
and he came from a small province in 
France. From a home of poverty and 
struggle he came to the great city of 
Paris to look for work. In his heart he 
held courage, in his soul he held faith 
and in his hand he held a letter of intro- 
duction to the head of a large banking 
house of Paris. The morning after his 
arrival in the city, the lad groomed his 
poor homemade clothes as best he could 
and started off to present his letter of in- 
troduction. Seeing the head of an im- 
portant banking firm is not as easy as 


it may sound, and young Jacques had a 
long and weary wait in the busy ante- 
room of the concern. Finally he was 
shown across the large courtyard upon 
which looked the windows of the execu- 
tive’s office, and at last he was shown 
into the room where behind a massive 
desk sat the all-important man whom he 
had traveled so far and so hopefully to 
see. 

The man behind the desk looked at 
Jacques, at his neat but poor clothes, at 
his youthful face, and then over the top 
of his spectacles he read the letter which 
the lad proffered him. Every day hun- 
dreds of poor boys flood the cities looking 
for work. Jacques was but one of this 
vast army. The head of the bank shook 
his head. “I am sorry”, he said, “but we 
have no vacancies here now. There is 
nothing I can offer you,” and with a.nod 
of dismissal he turned to the papers on 
his desk. Jacques swallowed the lump 
of disappointment which arose in his 
throat and taking his cap left the room. 
With weary steps he started back across 
the great court. There was something 
about the lad’s face that stirred the con- 
science of the busy banker. He turned 
towards the window to watch him trav- 
erse the court. What was the boy doing? 
He had stopped, now he was picking up 
an object from the yard and placing it 
in his coat pocket. The banker’s curi- 
osity and interest were aroused. Quickly 
he dispatched a messenger to bring back 
the boy. 

Much surprised, Jacques returned to 
the presence of the banker, who ques- 
tioned him about his behavior in the 
courtyard. “You see, sir,” said the lad, 
“our mother has taught us all to be 
frugal in all things. I saw a pin in the 
court, sir, and I picked it up, thinking 
that at some time it might be useful to 
me.” 

“It will be of use to you right now”, 
said the banker, “for it was the cause of 
drawing my interest toward you. Any 
lad who is so mindful of hoarding the 
little things in life, should be of use to 
us whose business is to hoard and safe- 
guard the fortunes of our country. I 
will give you a chance to prove your 
worth to us. I hope I shall not be dis- 
appointed in you.” 

“Oh, indeed, I hope not, sir’, stam- 
mered the boy. And then began the 
career of the boy Jacques, who saw the 
pin and picked it up. His name was later 
to be written in big letters in the world 
of finance and he eventually became oue 
of the big bankers of France.—Presby- 
terian Standard. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Merrimack Conference 


Laconia, New Hampshire, April 18—The 
six weeks’ foreign mission period of in- 
struction was ably carried on in this 
church by the pastor, Rev. E. R. Caswell, 
assisted by the officers and leaders of the 
auxiliary societies. The offering, March 
11, was $200. At the close of the morning 
service on that date a meeting of the 
church board was held and the state of 
the church local finances reviewed. It was 
learned that if we were to come to our 
annual meeting, May 14, free from all in- 
debtedness, as we have always done, 
about $140 must be raised aside from the 
regular offerings. The board then asked 
the pastor to preach on tithing on the for- 
lowing Sunday—the Sunday after our mis- 
sionary offering. Your correspondent does 
not know how many times the pastor of 
this church had preached from Mal. 3:10, 
but he had certainly not exhausted its 
rich resources, for that sermon was the 
best on tithing we have ever heard, both 
in its Scriptural argument in favor of 
tithing as God’s method of raising money 
for carrying on his work, and in its por- 
trayal of the spiritual blessings bestowed 
upon those churches and individuals who 
do thus obey. — Easter offering envelopes 
were given out and the Easter morning 
offering was $150. The first service of 
Easter Day was an impressive sunrise 
service held on a hilltop overlooking the 
city, in which some of the other churches 
united. The singing was led by Mr. Wal- 
ter Gruenler with the cornet, and the 
speaker at this service was Rev. R. W. 
Roundy, pastor of the Congregational 
Church of this city. Mr. Caswell’s subject 
at the regular morning service was “The 
Other Alternative’. In the evening the 
church quartet, assisted by a chorus of 
voices, very acceptably presented the can- 
tata, “Light Out of Darkness”.—Corres- 
pondent. 

Maine Conference 

Bangor, April 18—The First Christian 
Church of Bangor has been doubly be- 
reaved. Sister Margaret Q. Tuttle’s fun- 
eral was conducted by the pastor, Brother 
Donald P. Hurlburt, Saturday afternoon, 
March 24, from her late home. — The pre- 
ceding morning all were’ inexpressibly 
shocked and grieved to learn of the sud- 
den passing away of Brother Horace P. 
Greeley, senior deacon, tenor choir singer, 
for many years superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school, and in a quiet way the main- 
stay of the work. Throughout the pres- 
ent pastorate, some seven or eight years, 
he with his wife, Sister Clarissa Greeley, 
and his two sisters, the Misses Clara ane 
Alice, have been numbered among the de- 
pendable ones, the wife as superintendent 
of the Beginners’ Department in the Sun- 
day-school, the sisters as church organist 
and much of the time its treasurer and as 
church clerk respectively. This happy and 
most helpful family circle has now been 
broken on earth, but only to be more hap- 
pily reunited in the better home by-and- 
by. We that remain must close up the 
ranks as best we can and take up the 
tasks of the Church Militant. — Once more 
we were favored with a dramatic lecture 
on the Passion Play at Oberammergau, 
given by Miss Ella Bartlett, who has her- 
self witnessed it. This: was in the Thurs- 
day evening “Little Journey Lecture 
Course” given under the direction of the 


Ready Workers’ and Good Fellowship 
classes of the Sunday-school. — One of 
the other lectures was “From the Golden 
Dome to the Golden Gate”, describing a 
trip from Boston to San Francisco and 
return, by Mrs. Etta M. Hurlburt; and an- 
other most interesting one was on birds, 
given by a registered government bird 
trapper. These were all illustrated with 
lantern pictures. — Sunday morning, 
April 1, at the quarterly communion sery- 
ice, one candidate received the rite of 
baptism and seven united with the church, 
the first of a group of whom others are 
expected to join us later. — Easter Sunday 
evening seats had to be brought in to 
accommodate the company that gathered 
to listen to the Sunday-school children’s 
concert. — For the only time in its his- 
tory as far as known the Sunday-school 
has recently thrice passed the century 
mark in attendance. — Church attendance 
and interest are also increasing. — “His 
Last Week”, the booklet combining in one 
narrative the story of Passion Week, has 
been the subject of the devotions at the 
mid-week meeting again this year, as it 
was last, to our edification. — Troop 12, 
Boy Scouts, Brother Stanley G. Williams 
scoutmaster, which meets in the church 
vestry, gave a much appreciated supper 
and parents’ night entertainment the eve- 
ning of Friday, April 13, and the proceeds, 
nearly forty-five dollars, were presented 
to the church treasury. 

Newport—tThere was a large attendance 
at the High Street Christian Church 
Easter Sunday. In the morning Brother 
J. W. Reynolds, the pastor, baptized rour 
candidates and welcomed one into full 
church fellowship. At the evening service 
the beautiful cantata, “Hillside and Gar- 
den,” was given by the church choir.— 
Donald P. Hurlburt, Field Secretary. 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Conference 

Providence, April 20—The week begin- 
ning with Palm Sunday, anda continuing 
through Easter Sunday evening, at the 
Elmwood Christian Church, was one full 
of inspiration. There were meetings each 
evening, excepting Saturday. The first 
half of the week they were half-hour 
services, but at each there were a special 
speaker and special music. The attend- 
ance at each was very creditable. On 
Thursday and Friday evening and Easter 
Day, the auditorium was well filled, and in 
one or two instances the ladies’ parlor and 
Sunday-school rooms were pressed into 
service. Our speakers for the first part of 
the week were: Dr. Harold Marshall, man- 
aging editor of “The Christian Leader”; 
Rev. A. L. Schoning, Westerly; Rev. James 
Dingwell, Pawtucket; Rev. Alexander D. 
Martin, Central Falls. — Thursday eve- 
ning, as has been the custom for several 
years, was the time when we received our 
new members into the church. There were 
twenty-seven who united with us this 
year. After the reception, the communion 
service was held. — On Good Friday eve- 
ning, we used the illuminated cross again; 
this year in conjunction with the reading 
of the events of Passion Week, from the 
Bible, by Dr. Sargent, alternated with the 
reading of selections from Ben Hur, by 
Mrs. Sargent. Our Boy Scouts and Cubs 
were present in uniform, and acted as es- 
cort to the choir in its processional march 
into the auditorium at the beginning of 
the service. — Easter Day was ushered in 
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with a most impressive sunrise service at 
seven o’clock. The speaker at this meet- 
ing was the new pastor of the Church of 
the New Jerusalem. Special features 
marked both the church school hour and 
the regular morning service. In the eve- 
ning there was a presentation of the 
drama, “Magda”, by the young people; “the 
finest ever given in our church” was the 
unanimous comment on this program. 
Preceding the drama, our junior choir 
made its initial appearance, with a selec- 
tion from “The Messiah”. The church it- 
self looked very beautiful, with its lilies, 
palms, and ferns as decoration. At tne 
close of the day’s program, the lilies were 
distributed among the sick and aged mem- 
bers of the church.—Fern F. Whipple. 


Brownells Corner—The annual business 
meeting of the church was held on 
Wednesday evening, March 28, at which 
time all reports showed all departments 
of the church in fine condition. While only 
two members were added during the year, 
all departments of the church are active. 
Brownells Corner puts great hopes in its 
young people in the future. During March 
they held an entertainment, “The Bean- 
town Choir”, at Little Compton, several 
miles from their home town, which netted 
them over twenty dollars, this being the 
second time given in near vicinities, and to 
be presented in another near-by commun- 
ity soon. — The young ladies’ class is now 
actively engaged in raising funds which 
are the first to be raised for a new putpit 
set of furniture. — A new Home Depart- 
ment and Cradle Roll have been added to 
the Sunday-school and are being supported 
by the Boosters’ Brigade. — Lent was 
quietly observed, but no special services 
were held. On Easter Sunday the pastor 
preached on “The Resurrecteion Here and 
Now” and in the evening an Easter con- 
cert was given by the Sunday-school 
which was largely attended.—D. H. Smith. 


East Freetown—The Mayflower Troop of 
Girl Scouts, an organization connected 
with the East Freetown Christian Church, 
has received from the Thompon Burgess 
Radio Nature League an award of twenty 
dollars in the recent tent caterpillar cam- 
paign conducted by the Radio Nature 
League. The twenty-dollar prize was 
offered to the troop of Girl Scouts in New 
England collecting and destroying tne 
largest number of tent caterpillars’ nests. 
The Mayflower Troop will also receive the 
trophy offered by the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Agriculture for the destruc- 
tion of caterpillar’s nests. The captain 
who witnessed the counting and destroy- 
ing of the nests is Miss Marjorie Gurney. 
The total number of nests destroyed was 
3,567. One girl gathered 2,461. She dis- 
covered that some of the other Scouts had 
eyes that did not see. On some of the 
bushes, where other Scouts had already 
broken twigs holding nests, she found 
many nests remaining.—Mrs. Jane A. 
Peckham. 

Fall River, April 19—Although efforts 
were made to secure the number of new 
members received into the churches of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Confer- 
ence on Easter Sunday, only five have thus 
far reported. Total number received was 
ninety-six; New Bedford leading with an 
addition of thirtly-five. E. J. Bodman. 


Rockingham Conference 
Kittery Point, Maine, April 17—A re- 
cent session of the Sewing Bee was held 
at the home of Mrs. Grace Amee. A large 
number was present, much work was ac- 
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complished, and a fine time was enjoyed 
by all. — Our pastor gave us a fine 
Easter sermon. One new member was re- 
ceived into church fellowship. The pul- 
pit and piano were tastily decorated with 
Easter lilies, cut flowers, and growing 
plants. Mrs. H. J. Fleming, of Windsor, 
Vermont, was soloist. In the evening the 
Sunday-school presented a very interesting 
program which was enjoyed by an ap- 
preciative audience. — The executive com- 
mittee of this conference recently held a 
brief session in the vestry of the Court 
Street Church at Portsmouth, N. H. A 
program for our coming annual session 
was outlined and other matters considered. 
— The funeral of Rev. John Henry 
Mugridge was held at our church on Tues- 
day. afternoon, Rev. Mark Turner officiat- 
ing, assisted by Rev. H. E. Young of the 
local Baptist Church, Rev. John Graham 
of the local Congregational Church, and 
Rev. J. E. Everingham of the Rye Chris- 
tian Church. Brother Mugridge was a 
member of this church sixty-eight years, 
was our pastor in 1889 and 1890, and held 
many pastorates both in Maine and New 
Hampshire. Mr. Mugridge was _ ninety- 
three years of age and is survived by one 
sister, several children, a large number 
of grandchildren, and a multitude of 
friends throughout New England where 
for nearly fifty years he was one of the 
most active Christian ministers.—Amee. 


Kittery, Maine, April 23—The Secona 
Christian Church of this town is being 
supplied by Mr. G. Norman Eddy, a stu- 
dent of Gordon College of Theology ana 
Missions, Boston, Mass. He comes to the 
church week-ends in season to hold prayer 
service on Friday nights. Mr. Eddy is 
doing excellent work; especially among 
the young people connected with the 
church and Sunday-school. — At _ the 
morning service, April 22, Rev. E. K. 
Amazeen, retired minister of Portsmouth, 
N. H., was present and delivered the ser- 
mon, also officiating in the reception of 
five young persons as members of the 
church, and subsequently administering 
communion. — A recent canvass for funds 
by the finance committee resulted in 
clearing the church of its floating debt.— 
Alex. Bennett. 


Haverhill, Massachusetts, April 30— 
April has been a busy month in the Old 
South Church. On April 4 the G. and G. 
class had their annual entertainment, 
choosing as their play, “The Comical 
Country Cousins”. Two weeks later they 
served a chicken-pie supper in the vestry. 
— The Wide Awake Girls, a class of girls 
in the early teens, has been active along 
missionary lines. For the past two months 
the girls have been busy collecting post- 
ecards and pictures to send to the children 
in the Porto Rican mission. — Our Easter 
pageant, “Life Victorious”, was presented 
under the direction of Mrs. Olive Searle, 
teacher of the G. & G. class. Another fea- 
ture in the program was an exercise, 
“Spring’s Awakening”, given by some of 
our little New American friends. — On the 
morning of April 15, five young people 
were baptized. In the evening, the C. E. 
society had charge of the evening service, 
and conducted a symposium on the sub- 
ject, “What the Living Christ Means to 
Me.” Short talks were given on the topic 
by the Misses Youmans and Douglass and 
Messrs. Seavey, Woodman, and Dickey. — 
The following Sunday our C. E. society 
held a forum, led by Mr. George Bartlett, 
a former member of the state legislature, 
on the question, “Shall the Eighteenth 
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Amendment be Supported?” — On April 
19, our society was well represented at 
the annual convention of the Essex Coun- 
ty C. E. Union. President Poling, of tne 
International Society, was the speaker at 
the morning session. — At a recent busi- 
ness meeting of the church corporation, 
we accepted the report of a committee on 
the revision of our by-laws. The most 
important change made was that by 
which the beginning of our church year 
was changed from May 1 to January 1. — 
Sunday, April 29, was the date selected by 
the Haverhill Ministers’ Association for 
the annual exchange of pulpits by the 
local pastors. At that time our pulpit 
was occupied by Rev. Allen Hodges, pas- 
tor of the Advent Church. — We are now 
starting on a new month that promises to 
be at least as busy as the one just past, if 
not more so.—Edna M. Douglass, Corres- 
pondent. 
DELAWARE 

Dover, April 23—People’s Christian 
Church had a great day on Easter Sunday. 
Sixteen new members were received !nto 
the fellowship of the church, fourteen by 
confession of faith and two by letter, in 
response to a week of visitation evangel- 
ism conducted by the pastor and the mem- 
bership committee. This makes thirty new 
members members received into the fel- 
lowship of People’s Church since the first 
of January, and five hundred and sixty- 
one new members received into the church 
since October 1, 1920, when Dr. R. C. 
Helfenstein became pastor. — The serres 
of weekly church night programs, as held 
during the months of January, February, 
and March each year for the past six 
years, was the best this year of any so 
far. These church night programs are 
held each Wednesday night from six until 
ten o’clock. The program is called the 
“Program of Food, Faith, and Fellowship.” 
The ladies of the church are organized 
into eight circles of service with twenty- 
four women on a circle, each circle serv- 
ing a supper in turn at cost. The charge 
made for the supper is forty cents, a 
splendid three-course menu being pro- 
vided each time. The gospel songs are 
sung between the courses. The “faith” 
feature of the program consisted of a 
brief meditation on missions each night, 
followed by a Scripture lesson, and an ad- 
dress on some religious, educational, or so- 
cial theme, given by the pastor or some 
outside speaker. Six outside speakers were 
secured by the pastor this year, each 
bringing a great address. One of the 
speakers was a Y. M. C. A. secretary in 
Baltimore, one a prominent Baptist, one 
a Methodist, one an Episcopalian, one a 
leader in the Reformed Church, one a 
Roman Catholic layman who spoke on the 
“Challenge of Citizenship’. The addresses 
were each of Chautauqua or Lyceum char- 
acter. The “fellowship” feature of each 
church night program which followed the 
“faith” feature was enjoyed by the people 
as they engaged in bowling, playing on 
the shuffleboard, or playing ping-pong 
and other games in the club room, or in 
exercises in the gymnasium. Several men 
have been won to Christ and the church 
through the _ recreational program of 
People’s Church. The recreational pro- 
gram is in no way a substitute for the 
worship program of the church, but it 
serves as a most helpful supplement to 
the worship program. The many features 
of People’s Church program are the gym- 
musium, bowling alleys, club room, and 
religious programs, all dedicated to the 
proposition of winning souls for Christ 
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and the Church, it being the pastor's con- 
viction that the religion of Jesus Chris, 
should minister to every worthy interest 
of life and that no life is complete without 
the pledge of personal allegiance to Jesus 
Christ. Worship always receives the 
major emphasis, both in the church pro- 
gram and in the Sunday-school. The 
week-day activities in the parish house 
are carried on as a supplement to the wor- 
ship program during the fall, winter, and 
spring months. — The Defiance College 
Glee Club recently gave a very worthy 
program in the Community Hall. A splen- 
did lyceum course of four numbers ways 
given during the winter by the Brother- 
hood of the church. The church has a 
busy program of activities in the parish 
house throughout the year, but especially 
is this true during the fall, winter, and 
spring.—H. C. Taylor. 


ILLINOIS 

Prairie Chapel, May 1—In November, 
our young people gave a historical pug- 
eant, depicting scenes around the first 
Thanksgiving Day. Some fifty people had 
part in the affair as actors, musicians, or 
costumers. — Our Christmas service was 
also well attended, and very beautiful with 
its decorations, candle-light processional, 
and responses by choir. Appropriate reci- 
tations were given by the youngsters, — 
January and February were difficult 
months in which to accomplish anything, 
because of roads and weather. Yet the 
attendance was good when it was possible 
for us to hold services. — In March, we 
were able to resume our regular schedule, 
with an encouraging increase in attend- 
ance and interest. We held a _ supple- 
mental School of Missions on Sunaay 
mornings with good results. Easter was 
observed as a Rally Day in the Sunday- 
school with slightly the largest attend- 
ance we have ever had. — April 29 was a 
Decision Day in the Sunday-school, and 
three more boys responded to the invi- 
tation. There are yet many more to reach. 
Many whole families have never made any 
profession of faith in their Savior—a field 
white unto the harvest. Pray for this 
work. — Our Sunday evening services are 
well attended for a rural church. The 
young people are conducting some splen- 
did Christian Endeavor meetings on Sun- 
day evening. We also have speakers from 
other communities, and these prove quite 
a drawing card. — The outlook for this 
church is very encouraging. We have 
many young people, and are constantly 
gaining new attendants at our services. 
It compares favorably with any church 
near by, and if we can but continue to 
gain, will become an outstanding rural 
church.—Thomas Livengood. 


Ashton, April 283—The men of Washing- 
ton Grove Church and community a few 
weeks ago gave an oyster supper for all 
who cared to go. The men cooked the 
oysters and did all the serving. The ad- 
mission fee was small, just about enough 
to cover expenses. All reported a good 
time. — Our church had services three 
evenings before Easter. Prayer life was 
the main thought each evening. Some of 
the subjects by members of the church 
were: “My Prayer Life’, “The Lord's 
Prayer”, “Paul’s Prayer Life’, ‘Prayer in 
the Home”, “Prayer Life of Great Men”. 
Brother C. F. Patten talked awhile each 
evening also. The weather was bad ana 
there were not many present, but those of 
us who were there enjoyed the services. 
— Easter Sunday morning, at the begin- 
ning of Sunday-school, I read the prayer 
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py Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein, which was 
printed in the April Magazine. It was 
such a good prayer, I wish that all 
might hear it. The Sunday-school gave a 
short program, after which the pastor 
gave us a good talk. The committee de- 
serves credit for the nice way in which 
it decorated the church. The roads being 
bad, the missionary program was post- 
poned until Sunday night, April 15. A 
good program was given and a larger at- 
tendance than is usual. Our offering from 
the Sunday-school for foreign missions 
was $10.88 and from the church, $48.14. 
Our pastor preaches missions and does his 
best to get every one interested. — Last 
night a Christian Endeavor society was or- 
ganized with Ralph Sanford as president. 
A missionary committee was appointed. 
There will be one night each month given 
to missions.—Ida M. Tilton. 


Sumner, April 21—Our church work is 
going forward in a steady and hopeful 
manner. Our band of workers 1s not large 
in numbers, but is of that faithful type 
that stays on the job every day of the 
year. — The Tri-C Club, the young people’s 
organization, has its regular meetings ana, 
under the leadership of Miss Inez Wright, 
is doing some fine things to advance the 
interests of our boys and girls. — The 
Sunday-school, as led by Charles Hager- 
man, the superintendent, is doing a good 
work. The Christian, Endeavor work is 
also kept going in a steady way. — Our 
Ladies’ Aid was recently reorganized, and 
is doing a very fine work. Mrs. Susan 
Mowrer is its president. Our woman’s 
missionary society, under the leadershtp 
of Mrs. Mary A. Stoltz, is doing a worthy 
work. This organization has been render- 
ing financial aid to Franklinton College 
the past two years. The society also 
keeps up the regular courses of study; 
just recently the book, entitled “A Straight 
Way Toward Tomorrow,” was reviewed. — 
I find a splendid co-operation upon the 
part of the church membership in our ef- 
fort to do pastoral work; indeed, it can be 
said that all the departments of the church 
are well sustained. — The coming events 
for our church, to which we are looking 
hopefully forward, are Mothers’ Day and 
the Young People’s Congress. Mothers’ 
Day will be appropriately observed, with 
the sacrament of the Holy Communion 
constituting a part of the day’s program. 
The Young People’s Congress will convene 
on the third Sunday of May, and will hold 
morning, afternoon, and evening sessions. 
A delightful time is expected. We hope 
to see a good attendance from all the 
churches of the conference.—R. J. Ellis. 


IOWA 

Madrid, April 21—In sufficient time be- 
fore Easter, plans were made for special 
two weeks’ meetings preceding that date. 
This was carried out by stressing spirit- 
ual phases of the Christian life the first 
week. The sermons and prayer meetings 
emphasized the deeper, personal things of 
religion. There being no employed helper, 
the pegple of the church were very good 
to assist in the prayer groups, of which 
there were about twenty meetings dur- 
ing the first week. There were special 
prayer services in different sections of the 
town during the preceding weeks. All of 
these helped a great deals The second week 
was taken up by personal visitation on the 
part of members of the church. The pas- 
tor preached each evening to encourage 
and instruct workers. Prayers were con- 
ducted at the church, which was kept open 
for reports, consultations, and office work. 


It is felt that real and lasting good was 
accomplished. There are some very con- 
secrated Christian people of the Madrid 
Church, people who have a mind to work. 
Certainly a deepening experience in spirit- 
ual things was realized. More than forty 
persons were added to the church on 
Easter Sunday. — Probably seventy-five 
or more persons assembled at an early 
sunrise prayer meeting which was made 
doubly impressive by some young persons 
confessing Christ and uniting with the 
church at that time. More than three hun- 
dred were present at the Sunday-school, 
nearly all of whom remained for the 
morning worship service. — Following the 
close of the special meetings, classes are 
being conducted in the duties and obliga- 
tions of church membership. These em- 
brace at least six persons and are meant 
to impress upon new converts, and others, 
the practical significance of the Christian 
life and the duties and privileges of 
church membership.—Clarence Defur, Pas- 
tor. 
MARYLAND 

Havre de Grace, April 28—The Defiance 
College Glee Club, which was with the 
Webster Church on Easter Sunday and 
also on Monday evening, gave us one of 
their musicals, which was very much en- 
joyed. We feel much honored by having 
the club with us and hope every time it 
comes East we can have it. — Our min- 
ister, Rev. Milton W. Sutcliffe, was not 
able to preach last Sunday on account of 
a bad throat, and it is feared he will have 
to undergo an operation for the removal 
of his tonsils —Harriett E. Corley. 


NEW YORK 

East Hounsfield, April 18—Rev. and Mrs. 
L. A. Du Vall came to us last October 
from Akersville, Pennsylvania. They are 
making many friends and the work is de- 
veloping under their direction. Mid-week 
services are being held in the homes of 
the community, special effort being made 
to visit the homes of the shut-ins. — 
Easter services were well attended. At 
the Sunday-school hours the scholars pre- 
sented a program of songs ane recitations 
and each one received a beautiful white 
hyacinth from the primary superintene- 
ent in behalf of the Sunday-school. — 
April 22, the pastor begins a series of ten 
sermons on the lives of Jacob and Esau. 
The evening of April 22, the Christian En- 
deavor society of Brownville Presbyterian 
Church will be the guest of East Houns- 
tield C. E. at a union service at East 
Hounsfield Free Library. — On Easter Sun- 
day preaching services resumed at 
Calcium, and the Sunday-school reorgan- 
ized the following Sunday. Preaching 
service at nine forty-five a. m., with 
evening service the last Sunday in each 
month, the C. E. having charge of East 
Hounsfield service that evening. — The 
Young Poeple’s Congress of the New York 
Central Conference will hold its annual 
session with East Hounsfield Christian 
Church the last of May.—Flora Cleveland, 
Church Clerk. 

Plainville, April 23—Thursday night of 
Holy Week the Lysander congregational 
Church joined with us in a well-attended 
and impressive communion service. This 
brought to a close the special Lenten 
series of mid-week services. — Easter 
Sunday services were well attended, seven 
received the hand of fellowship at the 
morning service and the Juniors gave a 
pageant, “Life Abundant”, in the evening. 
— Yesterday was observed as “Family 
Day” with a splendid attendance, and five 


were 
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more were welcomed to membership. This 
makes twenty-two new mempers since the 
present pastorate began last September. 
— The foreign mission offering was the 
largest ever. Preparations will soon be 
made for the home mission offering. — 
Last Tuesday evening the men’s glee club 
of Defiance gave its concert in the Plain- 
ville Church. Every one was delighted 
with the fine program.—R. G. English 
Pastor. 
NEW JERSEY 

Milford, April 20—During the month of 
January the two churches here, Presby- 
terian and Christian, engaged in a union 
evangelistic meeting, with Rev. Edmont 
Hains and Ted Piper as evangelists. Mr. 
Hains proved himself a masterful preacher 
and Mr. Piper showed great skill at tne 
piano and with the cornet. — We hela 
three weeks’ meetings in which there were 
nineteen evening meetings, and in this 
town of not more than one thousand people 
and two factories running night and day, 
the average attendance for these night 
meetings was 268. It was indeed a real 
time of religious education for the com- 
munity, for Mr. Hains is a _ preacner- 
teacher or teacher-preacher. The general 
moral standards for the community were 
helped. — Easter was a great day for us 
here. In the morning the house was well 
filled, with fifty children under fourteen to 
hear the Bible story told by Miss Chris- 
tina Hall, and the sermon by the pastor, 
and to witness the reception of fifteen 
members, eight of them by letter and 
seven on confession of faith. Of those by 
confession all but one came through the 
larger group of the graded Junior C. E. 
and the Intermediate C. E. We expect 
several more to unite in the near future. 
In many respects it was the greatest serv- 
ice held here in some time when we have 
not had a conference or _ celebration. 
Rarely, if ever, did we see so large a 
group of children remain to the service. 
We are proving the fallacy of the false 
theory that children cannot remain to en- 
joy the worship-preaching service. We 
have from ten to twenty remain every 
Sunday now that we have a different mem- 
ber tell a Bible story just before the ser- 
mon each Sabbath. — Our Junior C. E. 
both grades, is doing fine work, with no 
trouble to have best order, and the dear 
little people are learning to worship and 
pray. — On Easter Sunday evening the 
Sunday-school scholars gave a fine Easter 
pageant to almost a full house, which was 
well received and did good. — Our church 
has suffered a great loss in the death of 
Brother H. G. Stull, for twenty-nine years 
the secretary of the Sunday-school, and 
nearly that time a deacon of the church. 
— Mrs. George Kinney, the able and cheer- 
ful president of the Ladies’ Progresstve 
society, fell a few weeks ago and broke 
the pelvic bone badly and is in the Easton 
Hospital now, but we thank God that she 
is recovering as well as can be expected.— 
Edward C. Hall, Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Lewisburg, April 21—The Christian 
Church at Lewisburg has enjoyed several 
very delightful and uplifting occasions. 
Recently, at the close of the prayer meet- 
ing, the annual business meeting of the 
church was held. At this time reports 
were given from all departments of the 
church and Sunday-school. All the organi- 
zations were shown to be in good order. 
After the meeting, the members and 
friends enjoyed a pleasant social hwour 
with the pastor and his wife as hosts. — 
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On Easter morning, five young boys and 
one girl were received into church mem- 
bership. Also, on this day, the pastor, in 
his usual spiritual manner, conducted the 
regular communion services. — On April 
15, we had with us Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein, 
who preached two very excellent sermons. 
At the evening service, he with the pastor 
ordained two deacons. We feel that our 
Easter services have been very interesting 
and highly beneficial.—Correspondent. 


Gulph Mills, April 21—During the eight 
years intervening since I retired from this 
field in 1919, the church has had two 
settled pastors and a supply for almost a 
year, and all of these made strong friends 
in the community and their work, with 
changes the years have made in the com- 
munity life generally, have created new 
conditions and have multiplied opportun- 
ities. Then these different good pastors 
have represented different types of leaders. 
Our church is just on the outskirts of 
Philadelphia, located on a state highway 
from that city to Valley Forge, just a few 
miles from here, and where it intersects 
with another important highway, so that 
the congested traffic on these highways on 
Sunday evenings makes walking danger- 
ous and affects our evening church attena- 
ance, the major part of which is composed 
of young people. — The pastor conducted 
five pre-Easter services of an evangelistic 
character. Easter Sunday began with a 
sunrise prayer service in the cemetery at 
six a. m., attended by approximately from 
one hundred to two hundred people. Our 
Sunday-school Easter morning had 169 
present, with an offering of nineteen dol- 
lars. At the forenoon worship we had a 
very fine congregation, received three into 
church membership on profession of faith, 
baptized three, and consecrated one child. 
At evening the Sunday-school presented 
an Easter program which attracted an 
audience that more than filled the audi- 
torium. The church for the day was 
beautifully decorated by a local florist as 
the work of the Sunday-school. — During 
the past twelve months the school has 
averaged 142, with average offerings of 
$14.24. There seem to be real possibilities 
in this field, but, like all fields, it has its 
problems. No field offers success without 
hard work, much patience, and consecra- 
tion to the task. — The writer is happy 
in the good news that comes from Mun- 
cie, Indiana, concerning the progress of 
the work there. We have confidence in its 
final success. — When the writer came to 
this field some months ago, the church 
had under consideration plans for the 
building of an annex for purposes of 
Christian education, but these have had to 
be modified and our committee and church 
are now considering plans just submitted 
by the architect. We feel confident that 
the program for this building will ma- 
terialize within a short time now.—M. W. 
Butler, Pastor. 


Rev. W. A. Warner 


WHITNEY A. WARNER passed away 

at the home of his daughter, Mrs. E. 
A. Rutherford, near Medina, New York, 
April 24, 1928, at the age of eighty-six 
years. Brother Warner began preaching 
in 1867, was licensed that year by the 
Ohio Central Conference, and was or- 
dained a year later. For sixty years he 
has been a minister in the Christian 
Church and was active until the last 
three years when failing health compelled 
him to retire. His own autobiography 
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gives many interesting accounts of his 
sacrifices for the Christian Church, and 
his consciousness of the need of prepara- 
tion for Christian work. He was a man 
of unquestionable character, one who 
tried to live what he preached. 

He is survived by six children, two of 
whom are well known to our brotherhood 
—Mr. D. C. Warner, who for many years 
has been active in the work of our church 
at Columbus, Ohio, and Rev. J. H. War- 
ner, for long years secretary of the Y. 
M. C. A. in Brazil and now in the same 
line of work in Mexico City, Mexico— 
also fifteen grandchildren. 

Funeral services, conducted by the 
writer, were hold at Cardington, Ohio, 
Saturday, April 28, 1928, and burial in 
the cemetery of the Center Church, be- 
side the body of his wife, who preceded 
him in death by only a few weeks, March 
18, at the age of eighty-four years. 

JOHN S. KEGG. 

Columbus, Ohio. 


Rev. John H. Mugridge 


OHN HENRY MUGRIDGE, son of 
Benjamin and Mary White Mugridge, 
was born September 19, 1835, at Kittery 
Point, Maine. After a time spent as a 
ship carpenter on the U. S. S. Kearsarge, 
he entered the ministry of the Christian 
Church, his first parish being in South 
Berwick, Maine. Other pastorates which 
he served included Sanford, Maine, where 
he was ordained; Ogunquit, New Castle, 
Kittery Point, Saco, Freedom, and 
Stratham, and some of these points he 
served as pastor at different times. For 
a while he was the regularly appointed 
missionary of the Rockingham Christian 
Conference. 

Mr. Mugridge was a very pleasant 
man to meet and his cordial manner and 
mental alertness impressed a visitor at 
his home. He lived a Christian life and 
was ever ready to speak a kindly word or 
do any deed of kindness in his power, 
and the people of Kittery Point will miss 
this grand old man of their town who 
was respected and honored by all. He 
had been in very good health for one of 
his years up to a couple weeks before his 
death, which occurred on Sunday eve- 
ning, April 16, 1928, in his ninety-third 
year. 

He is survived by two daughters, two 
sons, thirteen grandchildren, fourteen 
great-grandchildren, and two. great, 
great grandchildren; also a sister. Fun- 
eral services were held from the First 
Christian Church of Kittery Point on 
Tuesday afternoon. 


Deaths 


Mrs. A. W. Hook (Maggie D. Logan) was bagn 
near Moscow, Washington Township, Clermont 
County, Ohio, September 4, 1861, and departed 
this life Tuesday, April 24, 1928, aged sixty-six 
years. At seventeen the deceased was converted 
and made public profession of her faith in 
Christ by uniting with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of her community and of her allegiance 
to her Lord and Master by a consecrated and con- 
sistent endeavor to live the gospel of her pro- 
fession and by serving diligently where she had 
opportunity. On June 26, 1881, she was united in 
marriage with Rev. A. W. Hook, and associated 
herself with the Christian Church, of which her 
husband was a minister. With her husband she 
labored in pastorates in New Hampshire, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Iowa; and 
labored devotedly and effectively. If any par- 
ticular field of her endeavor is to be emphasized 
above the others, it should be perhaps personal 
evangelism. About eight years ago Mrs. Hook 
suffered a severe illness of influenza and as an 
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Pastor’s 


Individual 


Communion 


No. 1300 


Consists of four crystal glasses 
or four aluminum cups, element re- 
ceptacles and glass holder of quad- 
ruple_ silver-plated hard, white 
metal; and case, 5 inches square, in 
black or khaki. 


Price, $20.00 each. 


Strong leather 
case, handsome blue satin lining, 
quadruple-silver plated flagon, 
quadruple plated bread or wafer 
box, six heavy based crystal glass 


Size 5x7 inches. 


tumblers. 
Price, $11.00. 


Delivery extra. 
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Folding Chairs 


Our Famous Folding Chair No. 70 is the most popular 
Folding Chair ever produced. 
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after-effect high blood pressure. Since she has 
been in declining health and of recent months her 
condition has been that of almost uninterrupted 
suffering. She is survived by her husband, one 
brother, and two sisters. 

Funeral services on Thursday afternoon were 
conducted at the Bethel Reformed Church near 
Phoneton by Dr. J. H. Lightbourne, assisted by 
Rev. L. B. McDonald, Rev. E. B. Flory, Rev. L. T. 
Proctor, and Rev. Heber O’Hara. A quartet from 
the Troy Church, of which the deceased was a 
member, furnished the music. 





Mrs. Sarah Dalrymple, the oldest member of 
the Christian Church of Milford, New Jersey, 
and also the oldest person in the town, died in 
February, 1928, in her ninety-fourth year. She 
had been a lifelong Christian, serving her Lord 
faithfully in her home and in the different com- 
munities where she had lived. All who knew 
her speak of htr splendid patience and forbear- 
ance all through life. When she married Mr. 
Dalrymple she stepped into a home where there 
were several children, and these she took care 
of as if they were her very own. Hers was a 
true mother heart. She leaves a host of friends. 
Her faith was clear in her blessed Lord. 


Hugh G. Stull was born in the vicinity of Mil- 
ford, New Jersey, seventy-two years ago last Sep- 
tember. For twenty-nine years he was secre- 
tary of the Sunday-school of the Milford Chris- 
tian Church and was rarely ever absent. For 
nearly the same length of time he was deacon of 
the church, and no one in all the town or coun- 
tryside can make any disparaging remarks about 
him. He life was so potent and so quiet that men 
who labored with him have ceased their pro- 
fanity out of respect to his patient, godly ex- 
ample without his preaching to them. Mr. Stull 
was taken ill on Tuesday night and died early 
the following Saturday morning, April 14. He 
leaves a widow whom we call Aunty Stull and 
who has had charge of the Primary Department 
in the Sunday-school for many years and also 
has been mother to all the little ones on the 
Cradle Roll. In November, 1926, the church and 
Sunday-school held a golden wedding anniversary 
service for Mr. and Mrs. Stull. The whole town 
of Milford owes this couple a debt of gratitude 
for their moral and spiritual influence manifested 
through many years of service. 

Epwarp C. HALL. 


Festus Edwards, son of Jesse Parnell and 
Abrilla Stevens Edwards, was born July 15, 1843, 
in Bedford County, Pennsylvania. He enlisted in 
Co. G, 129th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, but was 
discharged March 8, 1864, following a severe at- 
tack of typhoid fever. He enlisted again Febru- 
ary 14, 1865, remaining in the service about nine 
months after the close of the war in garrison 
duty at Macon, Georgia. February 18, 1869, he 
was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Ann 
Mahaffey at Raymonds, Ohio, to which union two 
daughters were born. Mr. and Mrs. Edwards be- 
came the first keepers of the Lake County poor 
farm, where they remained three years; and for 
six years they were the successful managers of 
the Osceola County poor farm. At the age of 
twenty-four he united with the Christian Church 
at Raymonds, Ohio, but later united with the First 
Baptist Church of Chase, Michigan. He passed 
away January 15, 1928, at the home of his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Arthur D. Pickett, of Rockford, Michi- 
gan, where the funeral services were held Janu- 
ary 18, under the auspices of the Rockford Masonic 
Lodge, Rev. S. J. Paull, of the Rockford Congre- 
gational Church, officiating. Interment in the 
Rockford cemetery. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Z. MeNew, 429 South Union St., Kokomo, Ind. 
Frankie Spriggs, 333 Stanton Ave., Springfield, 
hi 





io. 

Rubie C. Thornburg, R. R. 2, Losantville, Ind. 
Arthur Schooley, R. R. 2, Earlton, Kansas. 

W. D. Rockwell, Climax, N. Y. 





The ninety-eighth annual session of the New 
Jersey Christian Conference will be held in the 
Sweet Valley Christian Church, Sweet Valley, 
Pennsylvania, May 17-20, 1928. 

Delegates arriving by train will be met at Hun- 
lock Creek, D. L. & W. R. R., and conveyed by 
anto to the Sweet Valley Church. Regular service 
for the afternoon trains May 16 and 17, and other 

| trains, if delegates will notify Miss Stella R 
i eet Valley, Pennsylvania. 
or Ww. H. Harner, President, 
Irvington, New Jersey. 


| NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE 
| 


Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. 





























































Church Hymn Boards 


Slides and Numerals included 
Hymn Board No. 1 
Size, 19x38 inches 


Light Oak 


Walnut 


Hymn Board No. 2 
Size, 17x34% inches 


No. 2A. Light Oak 
No. 2D. 

No. 2W. Walnut 
Boards Nos. 1 and 2 can be furnished with six 
spaces for slides and numerals. 


Price, $1.50 extra. No. 2 
HYMN BOARD NO. 8 
Size, 23x35% Inches 


No. 8A. Light Oak 
No. 8D. Dark Oak 
Ne. SW. Wainut .................:. 





HYMN BOARD NO. 7 
Size, 26x36 inches 
No. 7A. Light Oak 


No. 7D. Dark Oak 
No. 7W. Walnut 


Hymn Board No. 6 PSALTER | 6 
Size, 21x36 inches eh i 


No. 6A. Light Oak 
No. 6D. Dark Oak . 
No. 6W. Walnut No. 8 


HYMN BOARD NO. 11 HYMN BOARD NO. 12 
Size, 29x89 inches —. Size, 19x36 inches 


No. 11A. Light Oak No. 12A. Light Oak 


No. 11D. Dark Oak 5 
No. 11W. Walnut e HYMNS we. Walnut 
324 
607 
as) 
P PSALM 9 | 








No. 9 
Hymn Board No. 9 
Size, 29x38%4 inches 
No. 8A. Light Oak 
No. 9D. Dark Oak .... 
No. 9W. Walnut 


Prices of Special Slides for Church Year 


Season Slides for Episcopal, Lutheran, and 
Reformed Churches Complete. 24 Slides and 4 
Sets of Numerals, $3.00 a set, postpaid. 

For Use in Any Denomination. A set including 
the following slides: Psalter, Sel. Hymns, 
Psalms and 4 sets of numerals, 75 cents, post- 
paid. Extra sets of numerals, 15 cents a set, 
postpaid. Separate slides, 15 cents each, post- 


paid. 
All Delivery Charges Extra 


The Christian Publishing Association 


219 S. Ludlow Street Dayton, Ohio 
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The Weavers 


E stand before the loom of life as weavers, 
Weaving life’s pattern in the web of time; 
God in our hands has placed the threads for weaving 
And in the Christ reveals the plan divine. 








Here day by day the Master’s cheer to nerve us, 
Ours is the task to weave the grand design, 

And with the threads of faith and loving service 
Weave in the web of time a life divine. 





Here stands the loom, and here the web is waiting. 
Lo! in our hands the mystic threads behold 

What lovely task awaits the day’s creating, 
Weaving with joy these shining strands of gold. 
—Clarence M. Burkholder, in British Weekly. 
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About Folks and Things 


T its session last October, the General Board voted its conviction that each of 
our general officials should be given a month’s vacation each year, as a matter 
of efficiency and good office policy—the same as most of our churches now give their 
pastors at least a month of vacation each year. The matter of his health now makes 
it imperative that Dr. Kerr, the editor of The Herald, take his vacation immediately 


and that he be released from all responsibility. 


He is already in a sanitarium 


undergoing treatment, and it is hoped that complete rest for a month will put him 


in shape to assume his duties again. 


During his absence, the work will be carried 


by the editorial assistant, Miss Genoa M. Wheatley, as she has done with such high 


efficiency under similar circumstances in the past. 


It will not be possible for Dr. 


Kerr to keep up his editorial writing as he has usually done during his former 
hospital experiences; but he himself has arranged with Dr. F. G. Coffin, president 


of the General Convention, to supply editorials during his absence. 


We are confident 


that this will be pleasing to our readers and that they will be glad to have Dr. 
Coffin’s messages while the health of our editor is being restored. 


President Alfred W. Hurst writes us 
that the recent “sustentation banquet” 
given for the benefit of Palmer College at 
twenty-five dollars a plate netted over 
$2,000 and was a most delightful oc- 
casion. Efforts are being made to close 
the school with the best financial showing 
possible. 

The missionary society of Laconia, N. 
H., Church recently held a mite box pro- 
gram which yielded the largest offering 
in the history of the society. The general 
mission enthusiasm and giving of the La- 
conia society and church have been on 
the increase and other lines of the work 
are growing. 

Towanda, Kansas, Rev. R. L. Hendrick- 
son pastor, participated in a union pre- 
Easter meeting with the Methodist 
Church, as a result of which ten were re- 
ceived into our communion. A Senior 
Christian Endeavor society has been or- 
ganized and the outlook along mission- 
ary lines is very encouraging. 

Dr. F. G. Coffin has just returned to 
Dayton after visiting the Illinois State 
Conference of the Congregational 
Churches at Peoria, where he was one of 
the speakers. It was a large conference 
with over five hundred delegates. Dr. 
A. E. Kemp, our pastor at Urbana, IIli- 
nois, attended as a fraternal delegate 
from our body. 

On page nine will be found “fourteen 
points” from our Convention Secretary, 
Dr. Denison, which deserve the most 
serious consideration of every pastor and 
church board and of every conference 
official. Now that the budget plan has 
been adopted, it is of the most primary 
and crucial importance to the very exist- 
ence of our whole church, and our 
brotherhood cannot afford to be careless 
or indifferent to these matters. 

Rev. W. M. Sooter, Jr., of Letts, Iowa, 
has just been assisting Rev. P. B. Wyrick 
in a ten days’ meeting at Iberia, Missouri. 
The attendance was large and the inter- 
est very fine. There were three additions 


O. W. WHITELOCK, Manager. 


to the church. The closing Sunday was 
given over to an all-day home-coming, in 
which Brother Sooter preached in the 
forenoon and his father, Rev. C. M. 
Sooter, who was the founder and builder 
of the church, in the afternoon. 


Rev. M. W. Baker, D. D., of Topeka, 
Kansas, whose communication relating to 
union with the Congregationalists will be 
found in this issue, will be remembered 
as one of the prominent men in our min- 
istry some score of years ago. For a 
number of years he has been actively en- 
gaged as superintendent in the Anti- 
Saloon League work, during which time 
he has been affiliated with the Congrega- 
tional Church. It is indeed encouraging 
to hear Dr. Baker and other men who 
once labored with us and are now in the 
Congregational. ministry speak of the 
freedom and the fine fellowship which 
they enjoy in that church. 


Not many weeks ago we reported the 
death of Mrs. Edward C. Hall, the wife 
of our pastor at Milford, New Jersey. 
And now we have just learned of the 
death of Mrs. Elwood, C. Hall, the wife of 
our pastor at Vienna, New Jersey. Mrs. 
Hall had been in failing health for some 
time and death came a few hours after a 
very severe attack on April 5. She was 
in her forty-eighth year and had lived a 
beautiful Christian life which had en- 
deared her to the people whom she and 
her husband had served. The funeral 
services were held at Vienna, Rev. Robert 
Downing officiating, assisted by the pas- 
tors of near-by churches and by Rev. E. 
E. Hoffman, of Baleville, New Jersey. 
Brother Hall will have the very deep 
sympathy of that great host of friends 
whom he has won through the Christian 
ministry. 

Dr. F. H. Peters, who has been serv- 
ing the College Church at Defiance as 
pastor for several years, has tendered 
his resignation to take effect in July. Dr. 
Peters long has been one of our most out- 
standing men and greatest pulpit preach- 
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ers. He is always scholarly, but the 
breadth of his thinking does not detract 
from the profound faith and deep spirit- 
uality which pervade all of his preaching 
and teaching. The studies of the Psalms 
and other series of addresses on the Bible 
which he has given in the past few years 
at a number of our conferences have been 
unsurpassed for beauty of interpretation 
and literary expression, and he should be 
in constant demand for such work among 
us. He has held some of our most no- 
table pastorates with much success and 
some strong church should be quick to 
claim his services. 

We of the Publishing House group and 
Christian churches in Dayton are highly 
gratified by the fact that Miss Helen R. 
Stearns, so widely known among us and 
for the past several years professor of 
religious education at Elon College, has 
been called to become the supervisor of 
the week-day schools of religion in Day- 
ton and Montgomery County to fill the 
position made vacant by the resignation 
of Miss Blanche Carrier. Miss Carrier 
has proven herself exceptionally quali- 
fied, the week-day schools in Dayton mak- 
ing great strides under her very fine 
leadership. She now goes to become as- 
sociated with Dr. Frank M. McKibben in 
the Department of Religious Education 
of the University of Pittsburgh, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. The religious 
forces of Dayton deeply regret to see her 
go, a regret in which we share, but we 
earnestly believe that Miss Stearns is ad- 
mirably qualified to fill this great field to 
great satisfaction. 

The Southern Christian Convention 
which met at Richmond, Virginia, last 
week was an especially important gather- 
ing, and business of far-reaching impor- 
tance was transacted. Of special signifi- 
cance to the whole church are the steps 
which are being taken to affiliate the At- 
lanta Theological Seminary, a Congrega- 
tional school, with Elon College. Under 
this arrangement, which it is hoped will 
begin in September, the Seminary will 
be moved to Elon and occupy a part of 
the handsome Christian education build- 
ing. This step will greatly strengthen 
both institutions. The Southern Conven- 
tion also heartily endorsed the proposal 
for union between the Congregational and 
Christian churches and memorialized 
the General and Executive boards of 
the General Convention to proceed on the 
proposed basis “to consummate the 
union of our two churches.” The vote 
was unanimous. Visitors from the North 
were Dr. W. H. Denison, Judge O. W. 
Whitelock, Foreign Mission Secretary 
Minton, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Mission Board, and 
Miss Lucy Eldredge. A number of Con- 
gregationalists were present, and a-de- 

lightful fellowship prevailed throughout 
the conference. 





































MR cere nas Se 












ee 





























fo} 


ee ee on ol a we 


el 























































dafGospel Liberty 


i The Official Organ of the — Church « 














graduates is now being harvested. These 
range from the high school to the university 
They represent every stratum of so- 
ciety and every economic class. By our schools they 
have been changed into the American—young 
American—type. No agency so expeditiously effects 
this result as our school system. Scholars matriculate 
with many other indices, but they are graduated 
with at least this common mark upon them. They 
are “young America” and potentially future Amer- 
ica. Within each group there will be found marked 
personal differences in mental alertness and in- 
tellectual attainment. A few will be “bookish”, a 
larger number will be decidedly unbookish. Some 
will go out covered with the glory of athletic achieve- 
ment, others will have studied. Some will revel in 
the memory of “student activities” in comparison 
with which all else is student passivities. Many 
will be strong of body, mind, and spirit, reflecting 
glory upon every agency which has contributed to 
what they are. Our educational machinery does not 
and cannot produce a uniform product. It is even 
more miscellaneous in the ideals and purposes which 
it produces than in mental attainments. Education 
has two points of weakness, one where the student 
is inserted into his studies and the other where those 
studies are geared into his future career. 
HAT graduate is entitled to the largest measure 
of sympathy; not because of what he is or 
is not, though either of these may in certain cases 
constitute a valid claim upon sympathy. It is rather 
because of the situation into which he is immediately 
thrust. He will at times be oppressed by a strange 
and unfriendly atmosphere. There has been not a 
little change in himself. From the community into 
which he is now returning he probably went into a 
higher altitude of culture and a rarefied atmosphere. 
He responded to his changed surroundings and is 
thereby different in himself. Upon his return those 
about his old home who have been less favored will 
feel that they are outclassed by him and may demote 
themselves in their own estimation. This also makes 
cleavage. Others, regardless of his demeanor, may 
presume either that he is “uppish” or full of im- 
practical book-learning, and give him a severe 
“letting alone”. During his absence new situations 


Pern thousands of institutions a new crop of 


postgraduate. 





The Graduate Enters 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY F. G. COFFIN, A. M., 









D. D. 


have developed for both the student and his home 


community. New alignments have been effected by 
each in which the other has had no share. He has 
returned from the bubbling life of the campus to an 
uneventful round. The temperatures about him may 
fall even to the point of discomfort. That there is 
a difference, all persons may be made unavoidably 
conscious. With his added ability to help the com- 
munity life, the place of beginning is not apparent; 
and if it were, there is still the danger that any at- 
tempt at betterment might be construed by some as 
a gesture of self-conscious superiority. 

Then he and his fellow students are different from 
the dominating spirits of community life repre- 
sented in a few personalities out of the preceding 
generation. More often than otherwise these per- 
sons dominate the community only because they 
have been financially successful. Imperiousness at- 
taches itself easily to such personalities. The new 
performers of an age are always evaluated first by 
the standards of a preceding period. The age that 
was sits in judgment on the age that is to be, though 
that former period is rapidly becoming obsolete and 
its standards will early pass to the world’s rubbish 
heap. Youth in no generation secures the justice of 
a trial by those active in the age in which he is io 
play his part. The standards of another day and 
the actors in another age pass judgment upon him. 
For this reason he is usually condemned or at least 
consigned to probation. Many in every generation 
have feared that their youthful successors were 
headed for the bowwows, yet those successors have 
never arrived there, at least en masse. 

UT the graduate is different in other respects, as 

are his undergraduate mates. He is more lati- 
tudinous in theology. His moral ideas have been 
liberalized even if his moral practices remain the 
same. He is not bad, but may become so. He, like 
Emerson, has “broken with the past” and does not 
care who knows it. He respects it for what it was, 
but does not obey it for anything that it is. He is 
conventional only in that in common with his kind 
he is unconventional. He is likely to be something of 
a critic and iconoclast for his idealistic ardor has 
had no experience with that most difficult of all ac- 
complishments, revising a social order by the tedious 
process of changing its units. The proof of a 
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superior handling of problems by the preceding 
generation he does not see. He finds no stalwart 
programs meeting our many difficult situations. The 
most of the things necessary to make a better world 
he finds undone. Therefore his confidence in those 
who presume to direct him falls. 


He is essentially a utilitarian and quite easily 
brushes aside whatever does not produce practical 
results. Ecclesiastical shibboleths are as meaning- 
less to him as ripples on the surface of a lake. He 
will approach all questions in his own way, which is 
more than likely to be an imitation of the scientific 
method. In no case will he tolerate dictation. Some- 
times we hardly know what to do with him, at other 
times we wonder what he is going to do with us. 
He is quite a problem to himself and to us, but if he 
ever discovers the latter fact the whole situation is 
greatly aggravated. It rarely improves a human 
disposition to know that its possessor is regarded as 
a “problem”. 


Nevertheless our graduate is true and genuine. 
In purpose he is the equal of his predecessors and 
in ability he is their superior. He is feeling a re- 
sponsibility for our times. He is eager to help. He 
must take hold somewhere. He will not be denied. 
It is not beyond possibility that he may attach his 
grip at the wrong place. The cause for real con- 
cern is here. He may get a wrong connection with a 
right purpose, or with the most unselfish enthusiasm 
his first grab at things may be attended with such 
disastrous results that his eagerness to serve will 
be spoiled. There is little danger from the things 
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within youth, but there is much danger from the 
things which we put upon and about him. 

The 1928 graduate has a place and it is an im- 
portant one. It is made by the need of our times, 
If by any mischance he does not find it, the loss will 
be incalculable. He may keep himself out of it or 
others may keep him out of it. Quite everything 
good which is possible to the future is dependent 
upon his finding and filling it. The discovery should 
be not from aimless drifting ending in a chance at- 
tachment, but from careful and consecrated think- 
ing. May his future usefulness not be blighted by 
our commercialism! Our insane measurement of 
everything by dollars may turn the potential blessing 
in him into a curse. Our parental ambitions that he 
shall continue the business we started may have 
been wrong from the beginning. Our preferences 
here are entitled to respectful consideration, but 
nothing more. 

Every church and every other noble enterprise 
need the leadership which his preparation strength- 
ens. We have too often for inconsequential reasons 
negatived the assets of youth. A majored emphasis 
upon certain pet ideas has robbed the Church of 
immeasurable resources of life. Youth’s ideas may 
be radical; so were ours before life and time had 
tempered them. If criticism forces him to the de- 
fensive, he will be less good than he might have been 
under more patient methods. If any chasm between 
youth and age is bridged, the latter must place the 
first timbers. The graduate enters! May the way 
to his plans of largest usefulness be cleared of 
obstacles. 


The Power of Friendliness 


sian War the Japanese captured 

many prisoners and sent them to 
Japan. These prisoners were treated in 
a generous fashion by the Japanese. A 
missionary resident in Japan at that 
time told me: “The Japanese killed near- 
ly all the chickens in the Empire, that 
they might treat their war ‘guests’ ac- 
cording to their ideas of honor.” The 
quick rapprochement between the two 
countries following the war was largely 
due to the above fact. 


‘ T the time of the Japanese-Rus- 


During my last visit to Tasmania— 
that beautiful British colony south of 
Australia—I addressed a meeting of min- 
isters in Hobart. During my remarks I 
explained the practicability of exercis- 
ing a spirit of good will under very un- 
favorable conditions, narrating the his- 
tory of William Penn and the Friends 
in the colony of Pennsylvania. As long 
as Pennsylvania was under the control 


BY WILLIAM C. ALLEN 


of the Quakers, for over seventy years, 
there were no quarrels with the Indians. 
After the Friends retired from the colon- 
ial legislature another policy was in- 
augurated and soon the same massacres 
and battles with the Indians, which else- 
where had afflicted the other colonies, 
tormented Pennsylvania. After the Ho- 
bart meeting adjourned a Methodist min- 
ister said, “Mr. Allen, we in Tasmania 
have a more wonderful story than that 
of the Quakers in Pennsylvania. We 
have a book that tells all about it.” He 
then informed me of the early history of 
Tasmania when there had been constant 
warfare between the colonists and abo- 
rigines. Finally the colonists, with the 
help of a small British army, decided 
upon a plan of driving all the aborigines 
into the northwest corner of the island 
and killing every man, woman, and child, 
among them. This inhuman effort did 
not prove altogether successful and many 


of the blacks were not destroyed. In 
this emergency a Methodist minister ap- 
proached the governor of Tasmania and 
requested that he might be given per- 
mission to visit the aborigines, live with 
them, and in a Christian spirit endeavor 
to persuade them to stop their onslaughts 
upon the whites. The governor, thinking 
things could not be worse, granted the 
request. In two years this Christian 
hero, without weapons, had so won the |] 
confidence of the aborigines that they | 
laid down their arms and never after- 
wards disturbed the white people. 


When making my first visit to New 
Zealand in 1915 I received the following 
story from the lips of Sir James Allen, 
then Minister for Defense of that sturdy 
little commonwealth. In the last century 
there was bitter warfare between the 
Maoris—the natives—who were fighting 
on behalf of their country, and the white 
settlers who were endeavoring to subdue 
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them. The Maoris are a fine race. Dur- 
ing the conflict the British General ran 
out of gunpowder. The Maori chief 
learned of this fact. He collected all the 
gunpowder he could and sent it to the 
British General with this message: “I 
hear you have no gunpowder. You can- 
not fight without gunpowder. I send you 
some.” How different was the chivalry 
of this Maori chieftain from the deceit— 
termed strategy—practiced by Christians 
when they engage in mutual destruction. 

The last time I was in South Africa 
I was told of an incident in connection 
with the wars of a certain Zulu king 
years ago. The Zulus are a vigorous 
people. Twice I have been in their coun- 
try. This king had conquered many other 
tribes about him and had vastly extended 
his territory. During the progress of his 
victories he made war on another chief 
who defeated him. As the Zulu king re- 
treated toward his own country his 
enemy courteously sent to him presents 
of many cattle and other goods prized by 
the natives of South Africa. So over- 
come by this spirit of good will was the 
king of the Zulus that he did not follow 
his intention of continuing the war, and 
the two potentates lived at peace with 
each other for ever afterward. Surely 
this was a better way than is generally 
followed among Christian peoples when 
at war. They almost invariably determine 
with hatred, revenge, and passion that 
they must “fight to a finish,” no matter 
how awful may be the consequent 
slaughter and starvation of unnumbered 
men, women, and children. 

When last in Australia it was my lot 
to address the Rotary Club of Melbourne, 
a city of nearly one million people. The 
chairman of the day was Sir John 
Monash, the leading and most successful 
general from Australia during the World 
War. During the luncheon hour he asked 
me why the Quakers are opposed to war. 
I endeavored to give him the economic, 
political, moral, and spiritual reasons for 
the attitude of the Society of Friends 
with respect to the application of good 
will, based on the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. As I proceeded he time and 
again bowed his head, saying, “That is 
true, Mr. Allen, that is true!” Just be- 
fore I was introduced I asked him what 
his religious belief was. He replied, “I 
am a Jew.” This eminent soldier did 
not attempt to reconcile war and _ its 
spirit with the teachings and spirit of 
the Christian faith. 

During my last trip around the world 
I addressed another club in one of the 
largest cities of the British Empire. 
Shortly before I called upon the presi- 
dent of the club. He is a titled gentle- 
man, a leading businessman of the Em- 
pire. After a most kindly reception he 
remarked, “You will find a great deal of 
ill will in our country toward the United 
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States.” I told him I knew that such 
(then) was the case. He informed me 
that he had recently returned from 
America, had everywhere been received 
with the utmost helpfulness and gracious 
hospitality. Upon his return home he 
had been guaranteed a circulation of ten 
thousand if he would write a book 
“against America”. “But”, he added, 
“how could I do it? I told them I could 
not do such a thing after I had received 
such kindness and hospitality in the 
United States.” This gentleman with his 
wide influence could have done incalcul- 


able damage to America and to his own 
country had it not been that certain citi- 
zens of the United States had patriotical- 
ly exhibited sincere evidences of friend- 
ship and good will toward their guest 
from abroad. 

The British Empire acquired its 
stranglehold upon the southeastern quar- 
ter of Asia and the Far East under the 
following circumstances: In 1786, a cer- 
tain Captain Light, perceiving the great 
value to England of the Malay Peninsula, 
persuaded the Sultan of Kedah—with 

(Continued on page fourteen) 


Union or Unity, Which? 


BY REV. ARTHUR A. WRIGHT 


[NoTe: It is only fair to the author to 
say that this article was written and in 
the editor’s hands before the Congrega- 
tional-Christian proposal for union was 
made public, hence does not have specific 
reference to that proposal, except in so 
far as the principles here laid down 
would apply.—THE EDITOR.] 


HEN it is proposed to form a 

W union of factions diverse in faith 
and doctrine unity is opposed. 

There is a union that is not unity, like 
the joining of clay to iron which will not 
cleave to one another. We may mingle 
various seeds, yet each is single, and will 
produce only according to its kind. The 
ox and the ass may be yoked together, 
but they can not be a unity, for they are 
of different natures. Union with di- 
versity of nature is possible, but never 
unity. A union of Christendom as it now 
exists would be polyglot, hybra-headed, 
still divided although united. It would 
present the sad spectacle of a house di- 
vided against itself, for it would be di- 
vided within itself. Such a union would 
be like the inner chamber of the temple, 
into which God gave his prophet to see, 
where each man worshiped the god of his 
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IF WE BELIEVED IN GOD 


[F we believed in God, there would be light 
Upon our pathway in the darkest night. 


If we believed in God, there would be 
power 
To foil the tempter in the sorest hour. 


If we believed in God, there would be 
peace 
In this world’s warfare, ever to increase. 


If we believed in God, there would be joy 
Even in tears, that nothing could destroy. 


If we believed in God, there would be love 
To heal all wounds and lift the world 
above. 
Lord Christ, be near us, that, beholding 
thee, 
We may believe in God and be set free! 
—Jessie Wiseman Gibbs. 
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own fancy. Such would be a house of 
gods, but not of God. It would be Baby- 
lon, confusion; but it could never be 
Salem, peace. For true love never could 
sit still, and keep still, while others were 
believed to be in the meshes of deadly 
and destructive heresies. Love is by its 
very nature evangelistic. It never could 
or it would sacrifice truth for the sake 
of union. 

“Am I become your enemy, because I 
tell you the truth?” This is the sad ques- 
tion of one who held love to man and loy- 
alty to truth above union. Alas; that we 
are made to feel because we have a posi- 
tive faith and stand for it, that we are 
the enemies of all peace and progress. 
Ignorant we may be, and retrograde too, 
as many look at it, but, God help us! Our 
present light admits of no other course 
conformable to faith and love. 

As we see it, the crying need is not for 
an outward union of those diverse in 
faith and doctrine, but for a unity in the 
truth. No union, however great, could 
ever make up for the lack of this. Even 
love, great as it is, must fail if it be void 
of truth. Truth, not love, but truth, and 
truth alone, can make men free. The love 
that never faileth always abides in and 
rejoices in the truth. Those who urge 
the union of all in love, without regard 
to faith and doctrine, can have no true 
understanding of the nature of spiritual 
love. 

“Love worketh no ill to his neighbor.” 
What greater ill could one do another 
than to encourage and confirm in error? 
To destroy the body is awful, but to be 
instrumental in the damnation of both 
soul and body is many, many times worse. 
To join with all factions is indeed the 
easy way, but it can not be the way of 
true love. True love gives no place to 
error; it will withstand even an apostle 
to his face, that the truth might remain. 
It will die for those in error, and at 
their hand if need be, but never will it 
compromise or federate with them. There 
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would have been no Calvary, had he who 
died there been willing to unite with them 
of diverse faith and doctrine. He came 
to bear witness to the truth, and faith- 
fulness demanded his separation from 
and opposition to untruth. Like faith- 
fulness to the race on our part demands 
a similar course. And the real progress, 
safety, and happiness of the race depend 
upon it. No real step forward has ever 
been taken in any period of human his- 
tory, that is not marked with the spirit 
of separation from error, contention for 
the truth, with promulgation of the same. 
But for that we would never had any 
Christian era, nor any renaissance from 
the Dark Ages. Compromise and fed- 
eration with heretical sects have ever 
been the forerunner of spiritual and in- 
tellectual darkness. Whatever spirit it 
may be that prompts the union of all 
regardless of faith and doctrine, one 
thing is absolutely certain, it cannot be 
the spirit of enlightened love. 


Many in the present hour are impelled 
by a great fear, and a great dream. 
Many fear the wreck of our Christian 
civilization; and they dream of a great 
world federation that will effect peace, 
safety, prosperity, and lasting happiness. 
That fear—and that dream—is possess- 
ing many in this hour to the very verge 
of madness. To effect that unity and 
realize that dream they are ready to 
sacrifice even truth. As if numbers and 
the pooling of finance and splendidly or- 
ganized effort could ever be effectual 
divorced from truth. Did we but believe 
in the omnipotence of truth we would be 
saved much fear and much vain effort. 
The sad fact is that those holding to the 
union of all do not hold that there is 
only one saving faith—one true gospel. 
They hold character to be of more im- 
portance than truth. As if Christian 
character were possible without truth. 
They seem to refuse the fact that “As 
one thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Thus 
they hold character and not faith to be 
the bond of union. This, with the 
further holding that the voice of God in 
the soul is the true teacher and moni- 
tor, and not the written Word, leads logi- 
cally to the fellowship of all regardless 
of faith. But, now, the very fact that 
the holding of such principles leads to a 
union that is not unity, a union of all 
diversity, veritable Babylon, condemns 
the principles as unwise and unsafe. 
Such a union, if effected, will have no 
rock foundation, but must be built on the 
shifting sands of free thought, and will 
be unable to stand the test of inexorable 
and unchanging law. 


Neither will it avail that they unite 
under one head whom they acknowledge 
granted the right of individual thought 
and conception. Such right is adverse to 
monotheism, the true child of pantheism, 
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and the father of polytheism. The exer- 
cise of such right always results in the 
corruption of the image of the true God, 
and the making and worship of false 
to be Christ, for it is very evident that 
the Christ of the one true and living God 
could not be the Christ of any union that 
gods with all its attending evils. The 
very fact of one God, one Lord, one 
Spirit, demands and necessitates one 
faith. And a Christ that would for a 
single moment tolerate any other faith 
would by that very fact manifest him- 
self as the anti-christ. 

In the prayer of our Lord, so often re- 
ferred to, where our Lord prayed that all 
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Y plans were made, | thought my path 
bright and clear, 
My heart with song o’erflowed, the world 
seemed full of cheer; 
My Lord I wished to serve, to take him 
for my Guide, 
To keep so close that I could feel him by 
my side; 
And so I traveled on. 
But suddenly, in skies so clear and full 
of light, 
The clouds came thick and fast, the day 
seemed changed to night; 
Instead of paths so clear and full of things 
so sweet, 
Rough things and _ thorns 
seemed all about my feet; 
I scarce could travel on. 


and stones 


1 bowed my head and wondered why this 
change should come, 
And murmured: “Lord, is this because 
of aught I've done? 
Has not the past been full enough of pain 
and care? 
Why should my path again be changed 
to dark from fair?” 
But still | travel on. 
I listened—dquiet and still. 
a voice: 
“This path is mine, not thine; I made the 
choice. 
Dear child, this service will be best for 
thee and me 
If thou wilt simply trust and leave the 
end with me.” 
And so we travel on! 


—J. McMillan. 
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There came 


his might be one, we do well to ponder | 


the fact that he added, “As we are”, 
(John 17:1). And furthermore, let us 
note that he said, “I have given unto 
them thy words;” and again, “Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy Word is 
truth” and again, “For their sakes I 
sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth. Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word; that they all may be one, as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent 
me.” Let us very carefully note that 
the prayer of our Lord was for a unity 
in the truth. 

To quote this prayer as favorable to 
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a union of all regardless of faith is to 
pervert the words of our Lord and ep. 
tirely miss the unmistakable meaning of 
his utterances. To him Scripture was 
final in its authority, the one and only 
basis of the union of his followers, as he, 
who always fulfilled the Scriptures, was 
the one and only Head. In him we sce 
the Word of God exalted even above the 
name of God. For +o fulfill that Word he 
became numbered among the transgress- 
ors and was crucified on a tree. His life, 
his words, his death, are the very nemesis 
of all union that sets aside the authority 
of Holy Scripture. This Word, and this 
alone, is solid rock; all else is but sink- 
ing sand. By this Word shall all be 
judged at the last. All love, and all 
faith, and all service, that accord not 
with this Word will in the end prove vain 
and worse than wortuless. 

‘“‘All flesh is as grass, and all the g'ory 
of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth, the flower thereof falleth 
away: but the Word of the Lord en- 
dureth forever. And this is the Word 
which by the gospel is preached unto 
you.” And this is the Word by which 
we stant or fa!] forever. 

Bing?:amton, New York. 


Congregational Home Mission Work 


A RECENT news bulletin sent out by 
the National Council of the Congrega- 
tional Churches gives the following facts 
with reference to the home boards of that 
church, which will hold their first an- 
nual meeting under the new plan of uni- 
fied management, at Minneapolis, May 
22-24. This unified management was in- 
augurated last May by all of the boards 
electing the same thirty-six directors. 

The workers whose salaries the home 
boards pay in full or in part number 
more than 2,500 and the annual expenses 
of the work are over $3,100,000. The 
four divisions of the work are: General 
church extension; general religious edu- 
cation; church extension, education, and 
laehtane work for “underprivileged” racial 
groups; financial protection for the min- 
istry in age or disability. 

The invested funds of the home boards 
and their affiliated national organizations 
amount approximately to twenty-three 
millions, of which ten millions are for 
safeguarding the ministry in age. Lands 
and buildings, chiefly educational plants 
for Negroes in the South and for other 


“underprivileged” racial groups, are 
valued at three millions. 
The organization, development, and 


unification of the present comprehensive 
work of the home boards, extending into 
every state of the Union and into Alaska, 
Hawaii, and Porto Rico, have been the 
achievement of one hundred ten years, 
the oldest board being incorporated in 
1817. 
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The Congregational-Christian Proposal 


Removing the Middle Wall of 
Partition 


A fitting post-Easter announcement, 
that of the Congregational-Christian 
Commissions on unity; a worthy feature 
well emphasized in The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty and The Congregationalist. This 
blossoming after a century of develop- 
ment, promises mature spiritual harvest 
in co-operation, many fold greater than 
any possible in isolation. The middle 
fence of partition is broken down. Let 
it be removed. 

The writer is one of a considerable 
number who have double cause for re- 
joicing by reason of experience and ties 
with the people, churches, and _ institu- 
tions of both groups. Schooling, licensure, 
ordination, and ministry divided between 
them; a working acquaintance with both 
groups from Maine to the Rockies and 
from Michigan to North Carolina—these 
convince me that the proposed union will 
be not mechanistic but vital. 


The Christian churches have always 
been congregational. The Congregation- 
al churches have always been Christian. 
They speak a common language with a 
like accent and emphasis. Men trans- 
ferring from one to the other only shift 
as worshipers in the pew. Churches that 
have transferred simply get a new paint- 
ing with the same colors of the standard 
brand. 

The commissioners and editors request 
discussion and suggestion. From ten 
years’ experience in each communion, I 
know personally the men of both commis- 
sions—Dr. Frank K. Sanders longest of 
all. For twenty years and more, stu- 
dents, pastors, churches, by going over 
the fence, through it, under it, around it, 
have helped the breaking down. In 
places it may resemble barbed-wire en- 
tanglement. Removal may not be easy, 
but it must be right. No worthy prin- 
ciple, belief, or practice of individual or 
church need be compromised. 

All the churches are autonomous. None 
claim finality in search or statement of 
all religious truth. Rights of individual 
conviction and conscience are claimed 
and conceded alike among both fellow- 
ships. Organization and ordinances are 
regarded as means for promotion of life 
abundant and faith sufficient. 

The occupied fields, American and 
overseas, are continguous but little over- 
lapping. Difficulties are few and small 
compared with benefits. 

Unless and until the people choose, no 
local change of name or program is 
needed in churches, associations, confer- 
ences. Growing acquaintance will give 
recognition of kinship. Encouraged 
transfer of ministers, members, churches, 





conferences, as conditions justify, will re- 
solve entanglements. Intercommunal 
representation, official and individual, at 
local, state, and national gatherings, will 
help to dissolve doubts. 

All these evidences might leave some 
unconvinced. There is another, more po- 
tent than all. “He is our peace, who has 
made both of us a unity and has de- 
stroyed the barrier which kept us apart” 
(Eph. 2:14. Moffatt.) Recognition of our 
common Lord, our common responsibi!- 
ity, our accomplished unity of spirit, 
means not the rebuilding but the re- 
moval of the broken barrier. Eventual- 
ly! Why not now? 

Familiar with the hypotheses, logic, 
and forms of expression and _ thought 
among both Christian and Congregation- 
al churches, I venture a suggestion. It 
refers to a secondary matter—so my 
judgment; but an entanglement of brabs 
that may be found fiercely knotted—the 
name. 

The churches will all continue both 
Christian and Congregational whatever 
names result local, national, continental, 
or cosmopolitan. These names should ex- 
clude none and serve a growing multi- 
lateral constituency and many independ- 
ent churches. 

One vital and historic distinction 
should be preserved, that the inclusive 
and larger organization is not “THE 
CHURCH”, but churches associated in 
Council or Convention. The merger, still 
a small fraction of Christendom, may not 
reasonably svem to ciaim or intimate that 
it is The Kingdom, the earthly repre- 
sentative of the Kingdom, or the only 
earthly door into the spiritual realm. So 
do Rome and others, both presumptive 
and vociferous. Let it be not so among 
us. “Other sheep have I, not of this fold. 
Them also must I call.” 

M. W. BAKER. 

Topeku, Kansas. 


An Answer to the Master’s Prayer 


In The Christian Century I see com- 
mendatory editorials on the proposed 
union of the Christian and Congrega- 
tional churches. 

I spent sixteen years in the service of 
Christ in the Christian Church. I always 
dreamed of the day when there would 
be a union with some church that would 
augment the force of the message of the 
Christian Church. From the editorial in 
question it begins to look favorable. May 
the day speedily come. 

I have not seen the message in The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty but I hope and 
pray that it may lend impetus to the good 
work. Here is hoping that your pen will 





be mighty in the good cause and that you 
will have multitudes of loyal supporters 


‘to carry through to a glorious finish an- 


other answer to the Master’s prayer for 


unity. C. A. BROWN. 
South Bend, Indiana. 


A Sensible Thing 


I have read your editorial and the 
other articles in regard to the proposed 
union with the Congregational Church. 
Personally I think it is the finest and 
most sensible thing our church has un- 
dertaken in years, and at the same time 
the most Christlike. There are many 
arguments in favor of this union. Frank- 
ly I can’t see one against it. I shall be 
very glad to do all I can to bring this 
thing about. 

J. E. FRY. 

Mellott, Indiana. 


The Outstanding Fact 


I read with unusual interest the report 
of the Commission on Christian Unity. 
This report means that we face the prob- 
lem of union in a very practical way. 
This is not to be a step toward union but 
en actual union or a positive refusal to 
unite. The proposition is fraught with 
important consequences. If our people 
reject this offer, it will probably mean 
that we decline to do anything about the 
divisions of Christendom. We _ ap- 
proached this same problem once before 
and then turned definitely away from it. 

If we can keep our attention upon the 
outstanding fact that this proposed union 
is based upon Christianity as a way of 
life, we may make progress. There are 
wide differences of opinion on many dog- 
mas and practices. If these differences 
come to the front, the movement will 
come to disaster. If we really mean that 
we can fellowship those who differ from 
us, then we may enter into a closer fel- 
lowship with the Congregationalists. 

And then we must be willing to make 
adjustments on matters which cannot be 
settled now. There will be many ad- 
justments to be made. The proposed 
name is tentative. It may prove satis- 
factory until others can be induced to 
join tie union. In course of time there 
may be agreement on a_ satisfactory 
name. The matter will have to be worked 
out as it was originally. 

The vital phase of this proposed move- 
ment, jt seems to me, is the purpose of 
these bodies in proposing union. If we 
want to go into some sort of union in 
order to lighten our burdens, to secure 
greater resources for our enterprises, to 
make Christian service more comforta- 
ble, then there will be no gain. We do 
face problems, but there are constant 
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problems not only for us but for all 
Christians. If we go into the union in 
order to remove from Christendom the 
stain of division, to help heal the breach, 
to make adjustments in overchurched ter- 
ritory, to strengthen the forces of right- 
eousness, to hasten the coming of the 
Kingdom, then the union will be worth 
while. 

I think that the joint commissions have 
been wise in not attempting to hand out 
a perfect program of union. In free, 
frank, Christian discussion the way to 
proceed will appear and the members of 
the churches will feel that they are not 
being driven. They will be trying to un- 
derstand the mind and spirit of their 
brethren of another organization. They 
will perhaps endeavor to discover the 
mind of Christ, and, having discovered 
that, they will be willing to be led by 
him. 

I am hoping that we may approach 
this proposed movement with open minds 
and Christian hearts. In such an ap- 
proach there is hope. 

D. B. ATKINSON. 

Albany, Missouri. 


A Glorious Scheme 
It certainly is interesting to see the 
Congregational-Christian movement for 
organic union taking form, as the liber- 
ality of both communions is synonymous 
with the heart throbs of Jesus Christ, the 
divine Son of God. 


There certainly can be no mistake of 
these two communions practicing the au- 
tonomy which each church and its in- 
dividual members practiced in the Apos- 
tolic churches. This leaves the individ- 
ual churches and its members free to act 
and conduct their own affairs under 
divine authority without interference 
from any ecclesiastical court or legisla- 
tive body. Under this plan the church 
is undenominational and Christian in her 
concept, and uses the name “Congrega- 
tional-Christian” only as a means of com- 
municating to others the autonomy for 
which each local church stands. The 
local church is not even subject to any 
advisory council, but free to act of her 
own accord when she deems it best for the 
good of God’s Kingdom. 

It is a glorious scheme, and the fact 
that it was not utilized years ago is the 
most remarkable thing about it. I con- 
gratulate the various commissions on 
Christian Unity, and my ardent prayers 
ascend for the continued blessings of Al- 
mighty God successfully to consummate 
through them the union for which Christ 
so earnestly prayed—the union of all the 
followers of Christ with the individual 
rights of conscience, and the independ- 
ence of the churches of all ecclesiasticism. 

WILLiaM E. SMITH. 

Darlington, Idaho. 
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Will We Unite? 


The question has been asked of Chris- 
tian Church pastors hundreds of times 
the past week, “Will the Christian 
Church and the Congregational Church 
unite?” 

The answer is, “It all depends upon 
how Christian the Christian Church is”— 
how Christian are the pastors, how Chris- 
tian are the denominational officers, how 
Christian are the men and women of the 
local churches. 


If we are Christian enough to do our 
part in answering the prayer of Christ, 
“that they might be one,” we will unite. 
If we are Christian enough to act as we 
ourselves have all so often prayed, we 
will unite. If we are Christian enough 
to be willing to give up some of our secre- 
tarial positions, we will unite. If we are 
Christian enough to recognize that Con- 
gregational Church Christians are just as 
good Christians as Christian Church 
Christians, and that the teachings and 
principles of the Congregational Church 
are just as Christian as our own princi- 
ples and teachings, we will unite. 

The Congregational Church is ready 
to unite. Is the Christian Church ready? 
My hope, my prayer, and my conviction 
is that the Christian Church is ready. 
There is no longer excuse for our longer 
being two separate denominations when 
the years of separateness have brought 
us so close together in spirit, in idealism, 
in teachings, in polity, in Christian lib- 
erty and Christian service. God forbid 
that any pastor of the Christian Church 
shall be guilty of grieving the Master’s 
heart by opposing this proposed union be- 
tween the Congregational and Christian 
denominations. It has been often de- 
clared that “If the ministers would get 
out of the way, the laymen of the church- 
es would speedily effect Union between 
the denominations of kindred ideals and 
faith.” 

The ministers of the Christian Church 
are broad-minded, Christian-hearted men 
of God and I believe that ninety-nine out 
of every hundred ministers in the Chris- 
tian Church will vote for union with the 
Congregational denomination. Read again 
that challenging statement from the Com- 
mission on Union with the Congrega- 
tional Church. Read again what our 
editor of The Herald says, and what Dr. 
Coffin has said. The challenge comes to 
every minister and every man and wom- 
an of the Christian Church to pray now, 
to talk now, and to work now in the in- 
terest of this great cause. Let us not 
wait until the General Convention meets 
before we begin to act. Let every 
church in the Christian denomination 
that believes in uniting with the Con- 
gregational Church on such a splendid 
basis as announced in our papers last 
week, let every such church take action 
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on this matter and send in a memoria! 
to the president of the General Conven- 
tion to the effect that such and such a 
church has voted unanimously in favor 
of the union. Think what an effect it 
would have upon the General Convention 
if a large number of our churches would 
thus express themselves now! Pastors 
of the Christian Church, the privilege is 
yours of leading your churches in this 
movement, and getting them to line up 
for union and for God. 

“Who knows but that you have come to 
the Kingdom for such a time as this?” 

Will we unite? Again I repeat, “It all 
depends upon how Christian the Chris- 
tian Church is.” The Congregational 
Church is ready. God grant that we 
may be too. 

Roy C. HELFENSTEIN. 
Dover, Delaware. 


A Great Group of People 


I am writing to express my earnest 
hope that the proposed merger with the 
Congregationalists will be effected at the 
earliest feasible date. I am not so happy 
over the joint name, but it is not the 
most essential factor in the situation. The 
Congregationalists are a great group of 
people, and I believe that the vast ma- 
jority of our own Christian Church lead- 
ers would be particularly happy to share 
in religious fellowship with them. 

H. SHELTON SMITH, 
Director of Leadership Training, 
International Council of 
Religious Education. 


Chicago, Illinois. 


Congregational Liberty 


I have been well pleased at the recent 
editorial and other articles in The Con- 
gregationalist and in the copy of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty which came to 
hand a few days ago concerning the 
union of the Christian and Congrega- 
tional churches. 

My early experience and ordination 
was in the Christian Church. I always 
appreciated the personal liberty that was 
given to us in doctrinal interpretation, 
etc., by that church. However, I have 
felt just as free in the Congregational 
Church and I most heartily hope that 
this merger may go through. 

It seems to me that this is the only 
thing that can be done in this day when 
we are putting the stress on Christian 
fellowship and Christian unity. I shall 
certainly be glad to see the day when 
these two denominations actually become 
one. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. C. HACKE, Superintendent, 
Congregational Conference 
of North Dakota. 

Fargo, North Dakota. 
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Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, General Secretary 





First Call for Summer! 

HE annual Summer School of Chris- 

tian Education of Palmer College will 
be held immediately after the college 
commencement, beginning May 23 and 
ending June 2. 

As in other years, the first five days 
will be given over to the work of the 
Christian Church in the Western Chris- 


PRESIDENT ALFRED HURST 
Dean of Palmer College Summer School 


tian Convention and the last five days 
will be devoted to the summer school con- 
ducted by the Missouri State Sabbath 
School Association in connection with 
Palmer College. This school will be in- 
terdenominational and under the full 
oversight and approval of the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education. 

Course in the standard training 
curriculum and an all-around program of 
physical and mental recreation will be 
combined with spiritual emphasis in the 
vesper meetings, in the Bible Study as 
well as in the lectures and sermons of 
the sessions. 

Classes are arranged for all grades of 
leadership and the credits of the school 
are recognized by the International Coun- 
cil and exchangeable between the denomi- 
nations. Leaders and teachers and young 
people interested in Christian education 
will be welcomed, and it is hoped that 
our western churches will be well repre- 
sented. Miss Lucy M. Eldredge will 
represent the Christian Education De- 
partment of the church. 
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Convention Budget Items of Importance 


. All churches should be working on the General Convention Budget by 


it 
July 1 without fail. 

2. Conference boards should have all churches notified by June 1 of their 
full share of the Convention Budget allotment. 

3. Every church should put forth every possible effort to raise its full 
share of the Convention needs. 

4. The total Convention Budget of $200,000 is actually needed now. It is 
not a goal, a something to work to; it is the actual need now. Less than 
= means retrenchment, suffering, deficit, interest, and decrease of 
work. 

5. The churches of a conference can raise the fair allotment to their 
conference. . 

6. The Convention Budget covers the following former offerings: The 


General Convention offering each January, the Federal Council offer- 
ing each February, the Foreign Mission offering each March, the Evan- 
gelism and Life Service offering each April, the Home Mission and 
Church Extension offering each June, the Christian Education offering 





each October. 


vention allotment each month. 


succeed. 


vention Budget. 





7. Each church should plan to remit at least one-twelfth of its total Con- 


8. Each church should send its one-twelfth each month to the conference 
treasurer labeled “General Convention Budget.” 

9. Each conference treasurer should remit the same, so labeled, to the 
General Convention secretary on the 20th of each month. 

10. Further delay, indifference, and discouragement in the matter of the 
Convention Budget means disaster and chagrin to our whole work. 
11. Every conference officer and pastor should heartily put themselves be- 

hind this immediate task with a loyalty and devotion that will make it 


12. No conference or regional convention or state association should lay 
plans that will discourage or hinder the plans of the Genera! Con- 


13. Conference boards should take great pride in seeing this businesslike 
method succeed in every church in their conference. 
14. The plan will work if it is worked. Churches and loyal pastors are 
doing it now. Your church can do it successfully too. 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary, 
The General Convention of the Christian Church. 





, 
wr 








Church Extension 


and 
Home Missions 
A. W. Sparks, Secretary 





RANKLINTON Christian College is 

just closing one of the most success- 
ful years of its history. While conditions 
have been much crowded, the type of 
work done has been of a high order. The 
annual commencement will be held May 
17, and the meeting of the Board of Con- 
trol, May 15. Matters of considerable 
importance will be discussed at this time. 
A report will be given later. 

Miss Elizabeth Howsare directed a 
splendid May Day Fete at Ft. Apache, 
Arizona, May 2, in which the Indian 
boys and girls put on the whole program 
in honor of one of their number, Alma 
Slinkey, as Queen of May. The school 
band furnished the music and the entire 
program was very interesting. 

Following the meeting of the Board of 
Control of Franklinton, the writer wil! 





spend ten days in Iowa and Missouri 
visiting churches and speaking at the 
Palmer College Summer School. 

Every church should be following some 
definite form of Mission study from now 
on until the tenth of June. If you have 
not ordered your literature, be sure to 
do so immediately so that as much time 
as possible can be given to the study. 


o 


All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to 
my angel mother, blessings on her mem- 
ory! I remember my mother’s prayers. 
They have always followed me. They 
have clung to me all my life.—Lzincoln. 


st 


In after life you may have friends, 
but never will you again have the inex- 
pressible love and gentleness lavished 
upon you which a mother bestows.— 


Macaulay. 
o 


My mother was an angel on earth. She 
has been a spirit from above watching 
over me for good. Without her the 
world feels so like a_ solitude—John 
Quincey Adams. 
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When Company Comes 


When you're all by yourself, 
You may play as you will— 
Play storekeep or railroad 
Or grind at the mill; 
But when company comes, 
It is nicer to say: 
“My dear little friend, 
What would you like to play?” 


When you’re all by yourself, 
You may play as you will— 
Play dollies or bookstore 
Or run down the hill; 
But when company comes, 
It’s the very best game 
To make them so happy 
They’ll be glad that they came. 
—B. Grace Freeman, 
in the Olive Leaf. 


Pumps and People 


ne burst into the kitchen and dropped 

his pail. ‘“Well’s dry,” he announced. 
“I’ve pumped and pumped, and no water 
comes.” 

Uncle Len, waiting for Agnes to get 
breakfast, rose and laughed genially. 
“Not quite a country boy yet, are you, 
Joe? There’s plenty of water in the 
well, but the pump’s dry. When that 
happens you have to pour water down to 
get water up. I'll show you.” He took 
a dipperful from the pail by the sink and 
went out with Joe. 

Presently Joe returned with a brim- 
ming pail of fresh water. “What else 
have I got to do?” he asked Agnes 
shortly. 

“There’s the wood-box,” she answered 
in the same curt tone. 

“Sure, there’s the wood-box,” muttered 
Joe, “and after that the porch to sweep 
and after that something else. It’s noth- 
ing but jobs all day long,” he stamped 
out to the shed. 

“T should think Joe might see,” said 
Agnes to herself, “that this new life is 
harder for me than for him. I work 
without stopping for him and Uncle Len 
day in and day out, but Joe never says 
a word of thanks or affection. I don’t 
believe he loves me at all.” 


She filled the pitcher from the fresh 
pail, and just then she remembered Uncle 
Len’s words. ‘“There’s plenty of water 
in the well, but the pump’s dry. You 
have to pour water down to get water 
up!” 

With the pitcher in her hand Agnes 
stood gazing across the fields to the hills 
beyond. Was that the trouble, a dry 
pump? Perhaps the well was full of 
brotherly affections, and all it needed was 
a little sisterly love poured, down to bring 
up a brimming pail. 

Joe came back with his arms piled with 


wood, which he dropped into the wood- 
box. 

Agnes put down her pitcher, curved 
her mouth into a genuine smile at tne 
thought of her experiment and crossed to 
her brother. She put an arm around his 
neck and kissed him. “Joe,” she said, 
“you’re such a comfort. I don’t know 
what I’d do without you!” 

Joe wriggled free, but the flush on his 
cheeks was not all embarrassment at the 
unusual caress. “That’s nothing,” he 
said; “you do lots more than I do, Agnes. 
You’re all to the good.” 

“I love you lots,’ Agnes said with a 
soft laugh. 

“Give me a dish and I’ll pick you some 
strawberries for breakfast,” Joe offered 
and went off, whistling. 

Uncle Len, who had heard it all, 
nodded his wise old head. He knew a 
good deal both about pumps and about 
people.—Youth’s Companion. 


Richard Makes a Promise 


ICHARD twisted and squirmed in his 

seat. School was a very dull place. 
If a fellow could just be let alone and not 
sent to school! “I’d learn enough to do 
me, anyway”, he thought rebelliously. 
“And I’d have plenty of time then to do 
interesting things like flyin’ my kite and 
skatin’ and goin’ to the zoo. I wish I 
lived on an island where there wasn’t 
any school. Daddy and mother and tne 
law were all bent on giving him an edu- 
cation. 

“Richard!” It was Miss Emory’s crisp 
voice. “What is five times nine?” Rich- 
ard’s head was suddenly in a whirl. He 
wished earnestly that whoever it was 
that invented the multiplication table had 
never been born. 

“All right, Richard! Five times nine?” 
Miss Emory’s patience was running low. 

“Er—five times nine equals  sixty- 
three”, said Richard desperately. He 
knew it wasn’t right. But when he had 
to write five times nine equals forty-five, 
twenty times and hand it in, he was 
crosser than two sticks. 

So he stopped by on the way home to 
tell Uncle Benny. Uncle Benny, mind 
you, was no more kin to Richard than he 
is to you or me, but there are some men 
every one calls “uncle”, and Uncle Benny 
was one of them. Richard loved Uncle 
Benny. He was one-legged and old and 
rather dirty always. But he had a kind, 
funny, wrinkly smile and a soft, drawling 
voice, and he knew any number of first- 
class stories. He had a tray that hung 
from his shoulders with pencils and shoe- 
strings and matches in it. But he didn’t 





have many customers; so he had time, 
nearly always, to talk to-Richard. 

So that day Richard stopped by and 
began to tell Uncle Benny how he hated 
school and how he could not learn the 
multiplication table, and then he said 
wistfully, “Did you have to go to school, 
Uncle Benny?” 

The old man’s leathery face puckered 
into a rueful expression. “No, sonny”, 
he said, “I didn’t have to. I could a-went, 
though. But I was like you. I didn’t 
like it. And them days they didn’t make 
children go to school. 


“I ‘lowed I’d sell papers and get some 
money to do as I pleased with.” Richard 
nodded. He had known Uncle Benny 
would understand. “And so”, went on 
the old man, “I did, and I liked it fust 
rate. No teacher to boss me, and no 
books to bother me. I did just as I 
pleased. I got along all right them 
times. But after a while, when I was 
grown and married and had a little boy 
of my own, I wanted to do better. 


“And, sonny, I found out then that you 
need to know somethin’ ’bout books to get 
along much. And I didn’t have no time 
then to go to school. I had to work 
hard, to make enough to eat. And, long 
time later, when my little boy was grown 
and gone, I was too old to learn books. 
Then the street cars ran over me and 
I lost my leg. I was in the hospital a 
long time, and when they brought me 
this wooden leg it was very hard at first 
to get about. I have been sellin’ pencils 
and such ever since. Now you see, if 
I’d a learnt somethin’ when I had a 
chance I could use my head now when 
my body’s worn out, and I could live nice 
and decent. And my boy ’ud be proud 
of me, like you are of your daddy. I bet 
he studied at school!” 


Richard’s chest swelled a bit. “He 


did!” he said. “And he was very poor 
then. But he learned everything he 
could. And everybody respected him. 


And he kept learning till he got a fine 
job and made lots of money.” 

“That’s it”, nodded Uncle Benny. “Now 
when you get to hatin’ school, you mind 
about me. And you think about what 
education done for your daddy. And 
when you’re old like me, you won’t be 
thinkin’ about havin’ to go to the poor- 
house, either!”’ 

Richard looked at the worn old face, 
so dismal and hopeless looking. He felt 
mighty sorry for Uncle Benny. But he 
nodded very solemnly and said: “All 
right, Uncle Benny, I’ll remember.” And 
he did.—The Weymouth Baptist. 
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By Unanimous Vote 


The seventieth annual Congregational 
Conference of Indiana was held in the 
First Congregational Church of Elkhart, 
May 7-9. Rev. O. V. Rector, of Goshen, 
and the writer were appointed fraternal 
delegates to this conference. A very in- 
teresting program was rendered. Those 
appearing on the program faced the prob- 
lems of the Congregational Church very 
candidly, and spoke out of their own 
hearts and experiences, presenting ways 
and means by which these problems 
might be solved. Topics such as educa- 
tion and religion, making young people’s 
work go, missionary education in the lo- 
cal church; the place of the Bible in the 
church school, and the pastor in the 
parish, were discussed. 

The spirit pervading the conference 
was very fine and the fellowship ex- 
tended to the fraternal delegates was ex- 
ceedingly warm and hearty. The subject 
of Christian unity was presented to the 
conference and the ministers present en- 
tered into the discussion heartily. Not 
one dissenting voice was heard. A reso- 
lution endorsing the merger of the Con- 
gregational and Christian churches was 
passed by an unanimous vote of the min- 
isters and delegates present. A copy of 
the resolution will appear in The Herald 
a little later. 


Elkhart, Indiana. 


R. E. EMMERT. 


Can Christian Voters Win 

Your editorial “Shall the Dry Demo- 
crats Lose Their Heads ” treats a phase 
of our present situation in America that 
is most important, and that many news- 
papers of the present day are deliberate- 
ly ignoring. Recently I preached in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and after my 
morning service to a group of intellect- 
uals, composed of a large percent of pro- 
fessionals. In the evening I attended a 
great mass congregation which listened 
to the most popular preacher in that 
capital city. He delivered a _redhot 
Fundamentalist discourse. Now I do not 
agree with that theology, but I hope I 
am not so creed-bound but that I can see 
sincerity and ability where it exists. In 
this discourse the preacher called for a 
new crusade against the liquor interests, 
and his call was enthusiastically received. 

Very likely the politicians who are es- 
pecially interested, as your editorial says, 
in winning, can deliver the primary votes 
to Smith. But will the Fundamentalist 
preachers, who are more interested in 
what they sincerely believe to be the 
Kingdom of righteousness than in keep- 
ing their states in the Democratic column, 
be able to throw the votes of the people 
to a candidate who is a straight prohi- 
bitionist and clean politically? I think 
the professional politicians will be sur- 
prised if there is a chance for the south- 
ern religious people to vote for a man 
who is the direct opposite of the friend 
of Tammany Hall and the liquor inter- 
ests. 

During the last few years, while in 
Boston, I have had some important de- 
bates on prohibition, and am sure that 
the rich liquor interests, which can have 
the best brains of the country among law- 
yers for their advisers, are using adroit 
influence with the great daily papers 
against prohibition. If the Republicans 








Communications 


will bow in the temple of Rimmon, or 
have a candidate half-hearted on the 
question, the liquor interests will prac- 
tically win a victory by means of party 
loyalties. 

However the Republican party leader- 
ship is smirched with oil. The party 
politicians of both parties often care more 
for success at the polls than to stand for 
what they know to be righteousness. 
Without doubts the Democrats try to 
make political capital out of Sinclair, etc. 
But the Republicans ignore this same 
issue for practical politics. 

Our country depends, not on the best 
people, nor on the worst, but on the aver- 
age man. If the average man is blinded 
by party shibboleths of names, I can see 
why historians are finding increased 
similarity of America to Greece and 
Rome before the downfall of those great 
civilizations. 

If the Republicans put up a man who 
will directly oppose such institutions as 
Tammany Hall in New York City, and 
Republicans who are in league with the 
gangs of Chicago and Philadelphia, 
there may be a chance for a great for- 
ward step in America in civic and politi- 
cal righteousness. The politicians may 
be doomed by honest men. 

CARLYLE SUMMERBELL. 

Boston, Massachusetts. 


Postscripts 


We have found the regular C. E. topics 
appearing in The Herald so interesting 
and splendidly arranged, besides the 
other valuable Christian articles, that we 
really need The Herald to help us in 
carrying on our C. E. devotional meet- 
ings successfully each Sunday afternoon. 

HERBERT J. MYERS. 

Jamaica, New York. 


The Herald is a truly wonderful paper 
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and I don’t feel that I could possibly do 
without it. 


(MIss) REBECCA DUKE. 
Suffolk, Virginia. 


Permit me to express my appreciation 
for the real good which The Herald does 
me. Aside from the opportunity it gives 
me to keep somewhat in touch with the 
various fields of endeavor in the Chris- 
tian churches, I especially like the strong 
editorials which are always to be found 
in The Herald. May I express my hope 
that the influence of this good publica- 
tion may continue to spread. 

W. B. TRUITT. 

Greensboro, North Carolina. 


The Herald of Gospel Liberty is one 
of the best church papers I have ever 
taken. I read it and then loan it each 
week. 

H. D. KNOWLEs. 

Corinna, Maine. 


I have just recently passed my 
eightieth milestone and am so very thank- 
ful to my Heavenly Father that he has 
been so merciful and kind to me and 
that I may have been the means in his 
hands of helping others by the wayside. 
I have been reading The Herald today 
and it is surely full of good things. I en- 
joy every page of it. 

Mrs. N. A. WHITMAN, 

Warsaw, Indiana. 


I would not think of doing without our 
church papers. I think the Magazine is 
grand. I read it first of the papers that 
come into our home. 

Mrs. WESLEY LIMING. 

Hamersville, Ohio. 


The Herald is at the highest level I 
have ever known it,—and I have been its 
constant reader for more than forty 


years. 
E. C. Fry. 
Utsunomiya, Japan. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Merrimack Conference 


Laconia, New Hampshire, May 2—The 
annual mite box opening program of the 
First Christian Church was held in 
the vestry of the church Sunday evening, 
April 22, under the auspices of the wom- 
an’s missionary society, with Mrs. Eva 
Rice in charge of the program. The offer- 
ing was eighty dollars, the largest of any 
taken in the history of the society. The 
missionary giving has grown in the La- 
conia Church and the offering at the an- 
nual mite box openings has increasea 
from twenty to twenty-five and on until 
fifty dollars was received at the 1927 offer- 
ing. This generous giving is attributea to 
yearly increase in knowledge and love for 
missions which the people are receiving 
through missionary sermons by the pas- 
tor, missionary instruction in the Sunday- 
school and C. E. societies and through 
the missionary programs which they hear 
each year at the various missionary con- 
certs. Back of all stands a faithful group 
of women of the missionary society who, 
though few in numbers, are fervent in 
prayer. — It is said that a missionary 
church is a growing church. This is true 
of the Laconia Church. The church looks 


forward to a revival. Workers in the 
church desire that their church shall keep 
pace spiritually with their giving. — The 
Missionary Societies of the Franklin and 
Laconia churches met with the society ar 
Hill, April 18. The Hill society gave an 
interesting program of music, readings, 
and the play, “Gratitude and Missions”, 
after which refreshments were served 
and a very pleasant social time enjoyed. 
The work of the year was talked over and 
each society is very definitely planning to 
raise its quota that our conference goal 
of $500 for the year may be reached.— 
Correspondent. 


Rockingham Conference 

Newton, N. H., May 7—The work here 
has been going on with increasing inter- 
est. The first of the year our C. E. so- 
ciety elected a new set of officers, all 
young people. On February 29 an installa- 
tion service was held, members of the 
Cc. E. society of Plaistow Baptist Church 
being the installing officers. Endeavor 
Day was observed February 5 with ap- 
propriate exercises. Our society has united 
several times with the society of the Bap- 
tist Church in services both interesting 
and helpful. One of these was the sun- 
rise service at our church at six o’clock 
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on Easter Sunday. The morning was dark 
and rainy, but nearly fifty people united 
in that service which was one not easily 
to be forgotten. — Considerable interest 
has been shown in the membership con- 
test of the Sunday-school. This, with the 
organization of a Men’s Brotherhood Class, 
has added many new members to the 
school. One of the most regular attend- 
ants is our pastor's little son Howard. 
He was a year old the first day of April 
and has missed very few Sundays all win- 
ter. — I am glad to report that our school 
is now using the quarterlies published by 
our own denomination and, as far as 1] 
know, they are very much liked. We have 
recently added nearly one hundred books 
to our library, a dozen or more being 
books on missions published by our C. 
P. A. — Two weeks in March evangelistic 
services were held, the two churches unit- 
ing and holding the services one week in 
each church. During these meetings the 
pastors were assisted several times bj) 
students from Gordon Bible School and 
representatives of Morgan Memorial of 
Boston. On March 11, preceding these 
services, a teacher and eleven students 
from Dudley Bible School were with us, 
conducting three services that used the 
greater part of the day. It was a day of 
wonderful inspiration and blessing and at 
its close a number responded to the earn- 
est appeal to enlist in the service of 
Christ. This number was increased during 
the services that followed, and it is hoped 
the good work may go on. — Our pastor 
has recently formed a class which meets 
each Sunday evening at the close of the 
Cc. E. service, the general subject being, 
“What It Means to Be a Christian”. This 
is intended as a preparation for church 
membership and it is hoped will be help- 
ful to all who attend. — Easter observ- 
ance, following the services of the morn- 
ing, was a concert by the children, assisted 
by an adult choir, and was said to be the 
best for a long time. — A mission study 
is being conducted by our pastor’s wife, 
Mrs. Allen, who has as her assistants Miss 
Mildred Ingalls and Mrs. George Rowe, 
these studies being held each month in 
connection with the C. E. missionary meet- 
ing. — The social side of the work has 
not been neglected, a number of suppers, 
sales, and entertainments having been 
held by the Ladies’ Circle and C. E. so- 
ciety.—Lucy M. Rowell. 


ILLINOIS 

Danville, May 3—The writer closed a 
two weeks’ meeting with Brother J. B. 
Cornett, pastor of Tilton Church, last Sun- 
day evening. The Spirit of God was pres- 
ent in power in this meeting and God has 
surely blessed this community. There 
were eighty-three professed conversions. 
Seventy united with the Christian Church. 
Some will go into the Methodist Church. 
Brother Cornett is a layman but is seeking 
licensure to the gospel ministry. He has 
won his way into the hearts of the people 
of Tilton since taking that field in Sep- 
tember. Through his work in preparation 
and the consecration of the members of 
the Tilton Church, this great meeting was 
made possible. The Methodist and Dis- 
ciple brethren co-operated in a most 
Christian spirit. — As a result of this 
awakening Tilton is having to enlarge its 
building. With a maximum seating ca- 
pacity of 130, there were 170 present at 
Sunday-school last Sunday. During the 
meetings the seating capacity was ex- 
hausted, available standing room taken, 
and several nights a good many went 
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13 { Then cometh Jé’sus_ *from 
Galtlee to Jér’/dan unto John, to 
be baptized of him. 

14 But John forbad him, sa’ gt 
have need to be baptized o 
and comest thou to me? 

15 And Jé’gus answering said unto 
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus 
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13 And gt bent ng he came 
and dwelt in Cé-pér’ng-iim, which is 
upon the sea coast, in the borders of 
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14 That it might be fulfilled which 
was , spoken by £-sa’jas the prophet, 
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away because of lack of sitting or stand- 
ing room inside the building. It was a 
real old-time revival; to God be all the 
glory.—A. B. Kendall. 

Mason, May 4—We have just closed a 
most wonderful and blessed meeting at 
Wabash, Illinois Conference, Sister Brown 
pastor, and Elder Fasnacht the principal 
preacher. Several preachers, both young 
and old, came to our rescue and did splen- 
did service. Wabash is a country church 
made up of poor people and has had qutte 
a struggle for several years to stay on 
the map. This revival effort has put the 
church on its feet and given it a big 
boost. Special meetings lasted three 
weeks and were well attended and patron- 
ized from the start and all the way along. 
People came from every angle and we 
often had crowds that were hard to handle 
for lack of room and seating capacity. 
We closed May 2 with a great crowd and 
wonderful interest. This is the greatest 
meeting for Wabash in many years, ver- 
haps the best in its history of mor? than 
twenty years. Brother Fasnacht, pastor 
of Louisville—Hord circuit, brought most 
excellent messages which were well re- 
ceived. He is a great preacher. The visible 
harvest was not so large as we expected, 
but the good done can not be tallied by 
figures. Many lives were touched and 
moved to live better than ever. We closed 
with some “almost persuaded” and who 


promised to live better lives. There were 
six who definitely stepped out for Christ 
and the Church—four men and two women. 
These converts will take up their cross in 
prayer, song, and testimony. There is a 
fine class of little folks being trained in 
Bible stories and special songs. Sister 
Brown did good work in many ways, do- 
ing part of the preaching. The writer 
took charge of the organ and the song 
service and looked after the devotions and 
home visits and did part of the preaching. 
A fine communion service was held, also 
an official session which set some things 
in order. The outlook at Wabash is ex- 
ceptionally bright. A good follow-up pro- 
gram is being put on. Success to the work. 
—A. H. Bennett. 


INDIANA 

Advance, May 5—A very fine meeting of 
ten days with the Prairieville Christian 
Church near Russiaville, Indiana, came to 
a close Tuesday night. The pastor was 
assisted by Rev. J. J. Beisiegel, of Winona, 
who was in charge of the music, personal 
work, and who preached several times dur- 
ing the services. The pastor-evangelist 
met an excellent response from the people. 
Both pastor and church were well pleased 
with his work. He is a very hard-work- 
ing servant of God. The attendance was 
very good, the spirit fine. Many expressed 
themselves that it was the best meeting 
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Birthday Bank 


held there for several years. The visible 
results were three conversions, all of 
whom united with the church. It was a 
profitable meeting.—Carrie Beaver, Pastor. 

Mecca, May 6—On Sunday morning, 
April 29, James W. Conlin, pastor of the 
Bee Ridge Christian Church, delivered the 
baccalaureate address for the graduating 
class of the Shelburn High School. The 
address, ‘“Wanted—A Man’, was well re- 
ceived by a congregation of perhaps five 
hundred people. Mr. Conlin was formerly 
a teacher of English in this school and at 
the present time is principal of the high 
school at Mecca. — Miss Helen Rupert, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Rupert, 
of Brazil, Indiana, on Thursday evening, 
April 26, was united in marriage to Mr. 
Blythe R. Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Jones, of Petersburg, Indiana. The 
vow was read before a large group of in- 
vited friends and relatives in the Bee 
Ridge Christian Church by the pastor, 
Rev. James W. Conlin. The ceremony was 
followed by a reception at the home of the 
bride, after which the couple went by 
motor and train to Reading, Pennsylvania, 
where they will make their home. Their 
many relatives and friends unite in wish- 
ing them many happy years.—Correspond- 
ent. 

IOWA 

Letts, May 7—I have just returned from 
Missouri where Rev. P. B. Wyrick and I 
have been holding a ten days’ revival at 
Iberia, starting April 23. There was a 
large attendurce and great interest was 
manifested. There were three additions to 
the church. On Sunday, it being the fifth 
Sunday, a home-coming with all-day meet- 
ing and old-fashioned basket dinner was 
hela. 1 conducted the services in the fore- 
noon and my father, Rev. C. M. Sooter, 
who was the founder and builder of the 
church at that place, in the afternoon. The 
chureh is growing under the leadership of 
tev. PB. B. Wyrick. He is a young, con- 
secrated man in the ministry, a good 
preacher, of whom the church is justly 
prqud. I used to be pastor of this church, 
but have moved to Iowa where I am pas- 
tor of the Oak Grove Christian Church at 
Letts.—W. M. Sooter, Jr. 

KANSAS 

Towanda, May 7—The Methodist ane 
Christian churches united in their ten-day 
pre-Easter services with fine interest and 
good results, the same being conducted by 
their local pastors. On Easter Sunday 
worship services were held in both 
churches. The Christian Church ushered 
in the day with a sunrise prayer meeting. 
Ten were received into the Christian 
Church at the morning and evening serv- 
ices. These with two previously received 
make twelve in all. It was not the priv- 
ilege of the writer to be present on Easter 
Sunday, but he heard many express them- 
selves about the entire service being so 
impressive and beautiful. — We have or- 
ganized a Senior Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety which we think will be very help- 
ful to the church. — Now that Easter is 
over we are looking forward to Mothers’ 
Day and preparing a special program for 
that Sunday. A mother and daughter ban- 
quet will be held May 8. — Those with 
missionary eyes can see a greater mission- 
ary vision throughout the church, for 
which we have to give our mission presi- 
dent, Mrs. R. L. Hendrickson, a great 
deal of credit.—Correspondent. 


NEW YORK 
Port Byron, May 5—After some five and 
a half years of pleasant and profitable 


pastoral association with our church of 
Newfield, New York, Central Christian 
Conference, I have thought it well to sever 
relations, and accept work with our church 
at Emerson, of the same conference. Al- 
though evidently reluctant to consent to 
our departure from this field of such com- 
petition between denominations, our people 
did themselves proud in a farewell gather- 
ing which included quite all our Newfield 
local membership, as also other friends of 
the locality. — There have been eleven ac- 
eessions since January 1. On March 25, 
our last Sunday there, two adults, heads 
of families, were received, and their little 
boy consecrated. Appreciative expressions 
of thanks have repeatedly been received 
by this writer for his little part, and yet 
so mighty under God, in the transforma- 
tion of this family. The three older of the 
children had been received only a few 
weeks previously. The father had held 
off. Here indeed is another instance of 
the children of the family leading their 
parents into the grandest of all experi- 
ences. Some others were baptized on the 
same date. — With April we begin our 
ministry in our new field of service for the 
good Master. A reception which was well 
attended, was held. A purse of ready cash 
of generous size, five fine wagon loads of 
stove wood, one load cut ready for use, 
thoroughly cured hardwood, also a quan- 
tity of table provisions are much appre- 
ciated gifts. Pray for His work here.— 
L. C. Mackey, Pastor. 
OHIO 

Berkey, May 3—Last September we ar- 
rived in Berkey, Ohio. From the very first 
we were assured that we had been called 
to serve an excellent people. These people 
possess a remarkable spirit of devotion to 
their denominational interests. As the 
days come and go greater capabilities will 
undoubtedly be developed, and of course 
greater good be accomplished, but the de- 
nominational consciousness will lead them 
to dedicate that good to the Christian de- 
nomination whatever the noble measures 
of that denomination may be. — Our first 
work has been in making a personal sur- 
vey of the community. We have found 
the community quite large; extending 
from two to four miles from the center. 
Ours is the only church to serve In the di- 
rections of the greatest mileage. Our 
next work was to find in what way we 
should go about it to increase the inter- 
est and attendance from thirty-three to 
one hundred percent of our constituency. 
We have already, by the co-operation of 
many excellent talents and _ leaderships, 
been able to see it increased to seventy 
percent at times. — Our principal plans 
have to do with the nature and outreach 
of the church services and management. 
Then we strive in every legitimate way to 
bring helpfulness to the whole commun- 
ity. We have unified our morning serv- 
ices, thus enabling our people to attend all 
services and obtain the most food for the 
soul. Our motto is a good one, “Every 
Member of the Church in the Sunaay- 
school and Every Member of the Sunday- 
school in the Church.” Our attendance 1s 
splendid. — The Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety is very active and made up of some 
very splendid young folks. The society 
will bear close inspection. — Our choir re- 
hearsals have taken rather a _ peculiar 
turn. We started out to have them, but 
did not have as many singers as we felt 
we really might have. So we have now a 
“community sing” every Wednesday nignt 
except church board night, and open tne 
song fest with the hymns and selections 
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No. 13. Birthday Bank 


Our newest bank has polished 
aluminum top and bottom plates, 
solid aluminum posts, and is pro- 
vided with a 24%2x1% inch nickeled 
steel opening plate with strong 
lock. This obviates the necessity 
of removing corner post to empty 
contents; corner posts being per- 
manently fastened makes this bank, 
therefore, more secure than any 
other now on the market. Size, 
4x4x4 inches. 


Price, $2.15. 


Order of 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
219 Seuth Ludlow Street 
Dayton, Ohio 











+ 
for the following Sunday services and fol- 
low with songs anyone or all may select. 
This service is very well attended and is 
held in different homes. — The people have 
been very kind to us, contributing to our 
physical needs as well as to our spiritual 
needs. They have had chicken showers, 
installed a furnace, put a nice stone road 
to the garage; and many other things too 
numerous to mention have been done for 
us. — We are looking forward to many 
happy days together. And what is more, 
a goodly number of souls born into tne 
Kingdom of Christ. We join with the 
brotherhood in prayers for the extension 
of his borders.—Lovell D. Hammond, 
Pastor. 
MIAMI OHIO CONFERENCE 

Crown Point, May 8—The work here, un- 
der the leadership of Rev. Clark A. Deni- 
son, continues to go forward. On Sunday, 
May 6, five babies were consecrated, many 
others being kept at home on account of 
measles and mumps in the community. 
The church is now planning for an every- 
member canvass the, first Sunday in June, 
and for a daily vacation Bible school be- 
ginning the last of May. 

Shiloh Springs, Dayton—Due to many 
delays in installation, the dedication of the 
pipe organ at Shiloh, Rev. L. T. Proctor 
pastor, was not held until Sunday, April 
29. A good crowd attended both morning 
and evening. — The promotion campaign 
committee is doing many helpful things. 
“Prosperity Day” was observed May 6, at 
which time all delinquent in their pledges 
to the budget were urged to pay up to 
date. The response was exceedingly en- 
couraging. — The constitution of the 
church is being revised. — Plans are being 
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made toward the financial drive for next 
year’s budget. 


Trotwood—Together with the three 
other churches of the township, the church 
at Trotwood, Rev. A. W. Hirby pastor, 
participated in a successful campaign for 
funds for the week-day schools of religion. 
— A community mothers’ and daughters’ 
banquet was recently held at which about 
two hundred mothers and daughters par- 
ticipated. The fathers prepared and 
served the banquet. 

Troy—Important committees are hard 
at work on plans and programs for next 
year in the Troy Church, Dr. J. H. Light- 
bourne pastor. The finance committee is 
meeting once or twice each week in an 
effort to work out the details of the an- 
nual every-member canvass. The com- 
mittee has a representative before the con- 
gregation each Sunday in behalf of the 
budget, and special stress is being put up- 
on the benevolences. The committee on 
survey and plans is nearing the comple- 
tion of its work and hopes to report to 
the church Friday night, May 18. — In 
preparation for the home mission offering, 
there are weekly statements in both Sun- 
day-school and church with regard to the 
home mission situation and need. 

Versailles—Three more members were 
received into the church April 15. They 
were the sons of the superintendent of the 
public schols. On the evening of this date 
eight persons were baptized. — The pas- 
tor, Dr. H. A. Smith, preached the bacca- 
laureate sermon for the North Star High 
School on April 29, and at Waynesville on 
May 13. — Mrs. Lucy Bishop, an aged 
member, recently made a gift of $500 to 
the church. 

OHIO 

Hollansburg and Coletown, May 8—A 
union service with the Coletown Church 
was held at Hollansburg April 29, for 
which the Coletown Church furnished a 
splendid program. The Sunday-school at 
Hollansburg is growing nicely. Next 
Sunday an all-day mothers’ service is 
planned. Dinner will be prepared and 
served at the church by the;men. A splen- 
did day is anticipated. — On May 6, a 
union service of these same _ churches, 
Rev. M. C. Wiseley pastor, was held at 
Coletown. A large crowd was present to 
enjoy a fine program, especially the good 
chorus singing. Last Sunday the young 
women had full charge of the Sunday- 
school—superintendents, teachers, and all, 
as well as the opening of the church serv- 
ice. On May 20, the young men will have 
full charge. The Sunday congregations 
are growing. 


Defiance College Notes 


HE Defiance College glee clubs recent- 

ly returned from their annual spring 
tours. This year they visited twenty-one 
churches and traveled over thirty-five hun- 
dred miles, including eight states, The 
glee clubs not only furnish an opportunity 
to carry the name of Defiance into many 
communities, but also promote among the 
students of the college an enthusiasm for 
and an interest in music. 

It is estimated that the clubs sang to 
over 10,000 people this year. This is the 
only tangible contact that many of these 
people make with Defiance College. The 
warm friendship extended to the clubs by 
the churches will long be remembered 
by all. 

Leaving Wednesday April 4, 
Miss 


morning, 


with Miss Cleo Resler as director, 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Martha Webb, accompanist, and William 
Rex, Jr., reader, the men’s club appearea 
before fifteen different audiences with the 
closing concert at Conneaut, April 18. The 
trip included stop-overs in New York and 
Washington. In Washington, in addition 
to the privilege of viewing the public 
buildings, the men had an opportunity to 
see the Japanese cherry blossoms along 
the banks of the Potomac. Of the interests 
in New York, Chinatown furnished the 
greatest thrill to the western songsters. 

In three of the towns visited—Mt. 
Sterling, Everett, Pennsylvania, and Ra- 
vena, N. Y.—the club gave short morning 
programs at the high schools. At Rev. 
W. E. Ewing’s church in Mt. Sterling, the 
club sang before a large and enthusiastic 
audience. It was here that the new men 
were initiated into the church dinners for 
which the club trips are well known. 

At 7:45 the following morning, the de- 
parture for Pennsylvania was made. It 
was a long, hard trip, the club not arriv- 
ing at Rev. A. R. Webb’s church in 
Everett until eleven o’clock in the evening. 
The following evening a concert was given 
before a warm and appreciative audience. 

Sunday morning in Washington, tne 
members of the club had the opportunity 
of attending the Congregational Church 
and seeing President Coolidge. The Havre 
de Grace race tracks and the Aberdeen 
government proving grounds were visited 
during the stay at Rev. W. M. Sutcliffe’s 
church in Havre de Grace, Maryland. 

At Dover, Delaware, the club sang in the 
largest and wealthiest church in the city 
as well as in the denomination. The 
church plant was planned and designed 
almost entirely by the pastor, Rev. R. C. 
Helfenstein, and is considered one of the 
most modern and efficient churches in the 
East. The members of the club heard 
the $10,000 orthophonic victrola recently 
given to the church. 

After a 310-mile trip, a few minutes in 
which to dress, and a bite to eat, the club 
gave its program in Rev. Bouman’s church 
in Stanfordsville, New York. The follow- 
ing evening a concert was given at Roslyn 
Heights, Long Island. Friday, April 13, 
was spent seeing New York City. 

At 6:30 the outfit arrived at Rev. A. CG. 
Youman’s church in Albany, New York. It 
is no joke for seventeen men to dress and 
clean up in one church all at the same 
time. Ask the men. Sunday afternoon a 
concert was given at Rev. Ray Seely’s 
church in St. Johnsville, 

In Ravena the concert had been pushed 
hard by Rev. W. E. Baker and Mr. 
Bleezarde, and it was here that the club 
had its largest audience. Arriving in 
Plainsville, Rev. R. G. English pastor, ten 
minutes before the concert was scheduled, 
the men slipped into their tucks and, 
without stopping to eat, put over a satis- 
factory program. 

In Conneaut the club was greeted by a 
large number of alumni. Following the 
concert, which was the last one of the 
tour, a dinner was served to the club and 
other guests in the basement of the 
church. . 

Stops at Cleveland and Oberlin were the 
only delays on the home stretch. The club 
arrived at Defiance at 9:50 Thursday eve- 
ning, completing a most successful 2,500- 
mile tour. 

The women’s glee club toured southern 
Ohio and Indiana during the spring vaca- 
tion. The first concert was given at Heber 
O’Hara’s church at Polk Grove, Ohio. In 
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Dayton concerts were given at the River. 
dale Church, Rev. E. B. Flory pastor, 
Grace Green Normal School, and the Na- 
tional Cash Register Company. Cleon 
Swartz’ church in Springfield was the 
next to be visited. There was an especial- 
ly good audience at Rev. J. H. Light- 
bourne’s church in Troy, Ohio. In Hagers- 
town, Indiana, the women sang at the hign 
school in the afternoon and at Rev. H. 
H. Short’s church in the evening. At Ad- 
vance, Rev. Clarence Bennett pastor, and 
at Union Chapel, Rev. J. E. Fry pastor, the 
club was especially well received.  Bis- 
march was the only church visited in IIli- 
nois. While at Brother Fry’s church in 
Mellott some of the girls went to Craw- 
fordsville to visit Lew Wallace’s house. At 
Rock Creek Valley, Rev. Roy Lucas pas- 
tor, and at Warren, Rev. Frederick Cooper 
pastor, the last two concerts of the tour, 
the women had a “swell” time. 


The Power of Friendliness 
(Continued from page five) 


whom he had formed a friendship—to 
cede to England on the west coast of the 
Peninsula an island, the consideration 
being a pension of $6,000 per annum. 
Upon that island arose the important 
city of Penang. In 1919, Sir Stamford 
Raffles, who had become a friend of the 
Sultan of Johore, secured a concession 
from that ruler granting to England an- 
other Malaysian island, upon which the 
great city of Singapore has since been 
built. Singapore is the Gibraltar of the 
Far East. Both cities have splendid 
buildings, well kept streets, beautiful 
gardens and parks. Both ports are of 
tremendous economic and political value 
to the Empire. The sites of these cities 
were secured without consultation with 
the London government. Because of the 
peaceful methods employed the losers 
were army and navy men, munition con- 
cerns, profiteers of the period. The plain 
people of England were the gainers. Do 
international friendships pay? 

These stories relating to professing 
Christians, non-Christians, Jews, or un- 
civilized peoples, illustrate the possibil- 
ities associated with a practical applica- 
tion of the spirit of Christ as against the 
spirit of Mars. Which way is the best? 
That of the often blatant, war-prepar- 
ing politicians, armament boosters, and 
sometimes addled diplomats, or the way 
and commands of the wisest and most 
farseeing statesmen the world has ever 
produced—Jesus Christ? 

San Jose, California. 


oO 


During the year, 1927, the Bureau of 
Reference for Migrating People, which 
works under the Home Missions Council, 
distributed 11,454 names of newcomers 
to ministers of various denominations, 
giving to each minister the names of the 
families which were moving to his town, 
thus establishing a point of contact be- 
tween the newcomer and the community. 
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